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knovy they be fuch as ye 


of, & I truſt theſe shall alſo come 
vnto you as ripe & timely fruites 
of pleaſant and delightſome taſt, 

alchough they beſet 7 | 
inno golden « or flu r plate, 
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pode g ood wil, & 0 Re this 
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yOu euerlaſting com ort, Amem 
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ro him that readeth it with a well diſpoſed 
wind ſbalbe no leſſe profitable thẽ it is briefe. 
Maruell not at the ſhertneſſe of 3 it:the cauſe 
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Epiſtle of Saint Peter. 


Simon Peter a ſeruant and an Apo- 
ſtle of Ieſus Chiiff,to youwhich 
haue obtemed l. he preci ous faith 
witch vs by the riohteonſnes of 
our Sauiour Teſus Chriſt. | 

Grace & peace be multiplied to you, * 
thorough ih acknowledging of 
god and our Lord Ieſus. 

According as his dinine power hath 
giuen to vs all things that per- 
teine Unto life and Godlineſſe, 
through the acknowledging 
ofhim that bath called vs whto 
glory and vertue. 

Whereby moſt precious 

promis ; #2 hat 


by t err 


had 
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4 we begin to han⸗ 
= dle 02 intreat of þ wozds 
of this text, it ſhall not be 
4 àmiſſe to note to whome 
V and when this epiſtle was 
* Concerning the firſt of theſe, it 
appeareth by the third chap. and 1. ver. 
| that it was w2itten vnto the ſame that 
p fozmer epiſtle was, Foz thus he ſpea⸗ 


| keth . This ſecond Epiſtle J w2ite vuto | 
# vou, beloued , in which A ſtirre vp your | 
N üncere mind, by putting von in remems 
; b:ance : nowe theſe were the Jewes 
which were ſcattred abꝛod in the diſpers- + 
ſion though diuers countries, as it is er- 
p:eſſed in the firſt chap, of the fozmer E- | : 
i piltle:fo2 þ Jews were ſpecialy his charg - | i 
8 as the care of the Gentiles was commit» |! 
1 ted vnto Paule. Galatians the 2. chapter 
J. and $ verſes "LA amy are theſe; |! 
vhent e Goſpel ofthe F 
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mitted to mee, 
| nciſic n was 
ebe Pe, 
nci⸗ 
towardes 
wit was 
witten 
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witten by Peter in his extreme age, 


when he had euen finiſhed his courſe, 
and was readie to lay downe his taber⸗ 


nacle as he ſpeaketh here in the 14. verſe 


As foꝛ the octaſtons which moued him to 
waite , they Hall appeare in the particu⸗ 


lar handeling ofthe matters. 


I, ob let vs come to the woꝛds of 


the tert, the r. verſe hath two members: 
| Jn thefozmer he ſetteth fw2th his one 
dignitie, that he is not only a ſeruant of 


God, but a pꝛincipall ſeruaunt, and one 
which commeth vnto them as the Am⸗ 


| baCadour ot God, to the end they might 


knowe that thephad to doe with God, 
and not with men, and ſo ſubmit them⸗ 
ſelues to the doctrine t meſſage which he 


bꝛought: fo2 whatſoeuer God ſpake by 


the Apoſtles, he ſo guided their tong and 


pen by his ſpirite, Þ nothing which they 
ſpake oꝛ wꝛote was their owne, but altos 


gither his. In p ſecond mẽber, he ſefteth 


ö foꝛth the dignity which thoſe to whom he 
4w2tit had with himſelfe: in theſe woꝛdes, 


Tothoſe which haue obteined the like 


precious faith with vs: : as if he hold ſay | 


3 vou in the Apoltles . 4 
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like dignitie and function : yet you are e- / 
quall with me # with the relt of the A⸗ 
poſtles in the chiefe and pꝛincipall dig⸗ 
nitie,+ in that wherein al happines doth 
conſiſt, euen our pꝛecious faith. Yere it 
map be demaunded, how H. Peter can 
aſcribe vnto them a faith cquall oꝛ like 
pꝛecious with his owne , ſeeing he did ſo 
farre exceMt them in giftes and graces, as 
in knowleda,+ ſtrength of faith. The an⸗ 
ſwer is eaſie inough, namly that this cã⸗ 
pariſon is not made in the meaſure and 
quantitie of faith, foꝛ therein ſome ha 
ercelled others karte; becauſe God 5 
not giue his gifts al alike, but in p effect 
which is the appzehending ofChaiſt w 
all his merits , which p weak faith 2 


as wel as the ſtrong, r therekoze in this 
reſpect is equally pꝛecious. This I ſpeak 
not to make any flouthiutl , when as the! | 
ſcriptures do pꝛicke vs fozwardſo much 
to ſeeke increaſe of faith, but foꝛ the com⸗ 
fo2tand heartging ofthe weake zwhict 
feeling their infirmities and weaknes c 
faith, if it were not fo2 this which the A 
poſtle ſpeaketh, might doubte whethe 
they were partakers ol the ſame happ 
. net 
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; , neſſe with them:now hearing this, they 


may be wel aſſured, although their faith 
| ſhould be but as a grain of muſtardſced, 
ĩjpet it it beꝛ true faith, it coupleth them to 
0 Chit, and maketh them partakers of 
C | redemption, to haue their ſinnes waſhed 
x away in his bloud of righteouſnes , to be 


4 couered with his obedience of life, ta be 
| heiresRthe kingdome of glory , as well 
 asthefafifh of Peter oz any other. Unto 
1 this is alſo adiopned 5 wherein the ſta⸗ 
4 blenes of this their faith doth ſtand , as 
vpon a ſure foundation, euen the righte⸗ 

7. ouſneſſe of God and of our Sauiour Jes 
$4 ſus Chꝛiſte. And indeed the building of 
5 faith1i ſo waighty,and the frame lo hea⸗ 
nie, that it can ſtand vpon no other founs 

th dation but this, that is to ſap, the righte⸗ 
4 ouſnefſe, faithfulneſe, oꝛ truth of God , 
| 1 which cannot lye. Foz if we would per- 
he ſwade a man to belœue by this reaſon, Þ 
4 the thing which we ſpeake is thatwhich 
hath been taught by diuſtrs men of great 
learning ſingular godlines; yet becauſe 
we know that all men are liars, excepte 
wa be ſure that the thinges which they 
u ſpeake,be thoſe which God hath ſpoken, 
p A. iu. es 
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we ſhall till wauer and onꝛ faith chalbe 


no faith, which alone can reſt in the au 


thozite of God, and not of men. 

2 The ſecond veꝛſe conteineth his 
ſalutation, euen that which is common 
to him with Paul x the other Apoſtles 
witlhing grace and peace to thoſe vnto 
whom they wzite, And this they do, be⸗ 
cauſe it is the chieſe ſcope and pʒincipall 
ende of their miniſtery, to bꝛing men a- 


gaine into Gods fauour, and to be recon⸗ 


ciled vnto him. Ok this thinge ſpeaketh 
S. Paul, 2, Coꝛ, à chap. ver. 18. ſaping. All 
things are of God which hath recontiled 


— 


—— 


vs to himſelfe by Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Aud bath 


giuen vnto vs the miniſterie ol reconti⸗ 


liation, foꝛ God was in Chailt, and re⸗ 
concyled the woꝛlde to himſelfe, not im⸗ 
puting their ſinnes vnto them: and hath 


committed to vs the wozd olf reconcili⸗ 


ation Now then are we ambaſladors for 


Chaiſt, as though God did beſteche vou 


thꝛough vs: wee pꝛay you in Chile his 


ſtead, that pou be reconciled to God. 


This being the chiefe end of their tra⸗ 


— 


uell, cauſeth them ſo earneffly to with it 


foz the people: and to be ſo ſerious, 
not 
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not onely in teaching them this general - 
lp, but alſo pointing out, as it were with 
the finger, the way to the ſame : and that 
not onelie in their doctrine, but alſoin 
their liues. Whoſocuer digrelleth or 
caſteth his epes aſide from this marke x 
ende of his miniſterp, ceaſeth to bee the 
Piniſter of Chriſt, as foz example, if 
hee preache the goſpell to purchaſe re- 
noume, eſtimation, wealth or eaſe to 
himſelfe,and not to ſeeke this reconcili- 


. aftonbetwence God and men, and to 


haue grace and peace multiplied vppon 
them, he map well ſometimes preach the 
truth, but not truly. 

Likewile, thoſe parentes which ſet 
forth their children to learninge, with 
this minde: y ſonne ſhall liue an eaſie 
and merie life, he ſhall get ſome liuings, 
promotions, ę dignities in the Churche: 
dw lay a corrupt and rotten foundation, 
and haue not learned this doctrine of the 
Apoſtle, and therefore the buildinge fo- 
lowes agreeably;fo2 the moſf,when they 
come to haue learning, not forgetting 
this leCon which they Icarned of their 
fathers , doe become greedie caters of 

A4 bencfices 
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benefices and pzomoftons , rather then 
carefull feeders of thr flockg of Chꝛiſte, 
But here it may be obiected, how the A- 
poſtle can with that grace which is the 
free fauour pf God, ſhould be multipli⸗ 
ed vpon them, ſeing that Gods fone and 
fauour doth not increafe noz diminiſhe, 


but he loucth and fanoureth-atlwayes 


alike, being ſubibete to no alteration oz 
change. This map wel be antwered, that 
Saincte Peter ddeth not ſprake here of 
grate, as it is init-ſclfe in God towards 
men, but ok their feeling thefame,which 
grdweth by degrees from elle to grea- 
ter:and becauſe it is a thing id p:ecions; 
the Apoſtle wiſheth that it may be mul- 
tiplied bpon them. Yeerpzeſſeth the 
meane to be the knowledg and acknow- 
ledging of God, and of Jeſus Chꝛiſt our 
Ld. 


3 According as his divine power 
hath giuen vnto vs all things th at per- 
teine vnto life and godlines throuvh the 


acknowledging *. n that hath called 
vs vnto glory and vertue. 


This is fitly iopnev to the former 
verſe 


. 
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verſe, to chewe that the abundance of 
grace and peace is not without cauſe re- 
quired at our handcs, as ifthe Apeftle 
ſhoulde ſay , Yor are not to content no2 
to ſatiſſte pour ſelues with a ſcant mea⸗ 
ſure of Gods giſtes and graces , ſ&ing 
that there is offered vnto you, 4 ſet fo2th 
in Chꝛiſt, vnto whom you may reſoꝛt as 
to a ſtoꝛehouſe fully furniſhed with all 
treaſures, all thinges which pertaine to 


life and godlineſſe. 


Sccondly, we haue to obſerne in this 
verſe, when he ſaith that all thinges are 
giuen vnto vs by his diuine power, that 
here is nothing leit in the wozke of our 
ſaluation vnto our ſelues: ſo that it muſk 
needes followe, that theſe which defend 
free will, doe not ſpeake with the ſame 
ſpirite which the Apoſtle doth here. Foz 
ſetting foꝛth a contrarp doctrine to this, 
it muſt nerdes pꝛocced from a contrary 
ſpirite, The Apoſtle doth not ſay hero, 
that all thoſe thinges which wee wante, 
thꝛoughe the weakenelle of our 2 
ſhalbe ſupplied, but to ſhe we that tic 
is nothing in vs at all, vut that wer jr: 
quite ſtripte of al! things which pertatne 

A 5. . to 
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to life and codlyneſſe, Ye ſpeakethnof 
of repairingo2 helping in ſome parte 
but of a whole and free aifte.in euerie 
part: when he ſaith without exception 
that all thinges are giuen vnto vs by the 
diuine power, which pertaine vnto life, 
and godlines:and ſo this doctrine doth 
chalenge all the p2aiſe and glozy ofour 
ſaluation to God alone. 

Thirdly,it may be demanded why the 
Apoſtle ſhould ſay that all thinges are 
giaen vnto vs by the diuine power oz 
Godheade of our Sauiour Chꝛiſt, when 
it is manifeſt that we fetch all thinges 
from his manhode : and therefo2e her 
ſaith in the ſixt chap,of S. John, verſe.46 
J am the bꝛead of life :and againe in the 
54. verſe of that ſame chapter, He that 
cateth my fleſh, and dꝛinketh my blod, 
J will raiſe him vp in the laſt day: Foz 
my ficſhe is m2ate indeede, and my 
blaode is dꝛinke indeed ; by thys it is mas 
nifeſt,that life is giuen vnto the wozlde, 
by the manhode of Chꝛiſte. The an⸗ 
ſwere ts eaſie, that Chꝛiſte in his man⸗ 
hode is a creature, and therfo2e 
bath nothing ol his owne: but whatſoe⸗ 
uer 
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uer is in him, as to be the life of the 
wozlde, and the light of men, and to 
haue in him al the treaſures of wildom, 
this commeth from the diuine nature, 
which dwelleth in him bodilp, as Saint 
Paule ſpeaketh - Nowe the cauſe why 
all theſe are put into the manhode of 
Chꝛiſte, is that from thence wee maye 
bee partakers of them: fo2 ſo longe as 
they haue reſidence only in Cod, wee 
are ſo farre remoued from him, that by 
no meanes wee can app2oche 92 come 
niere bnto him, to dꝛawe out ot him a- 
ny dꝛop of the ſame , Theretoze thoughe 
all thinges be giuen vs by this meanes: 
that GDD hath put them into the 
fleſhe of Chꝛiſte, and ſo is come downe 
neeere vuto vs that wer map lay faſt hold 
ol him: pet neuertheleſſe becauſe the 
pꝛopꝛietie of them remaineth till in 
the dinine nature, the aifte of them 
is harre aſcrihed vnto the power there⸗ 
of. 

Fourthlp, we are to note in this verſe 
that the Apoſtle doeth bzieflp ſet 
done the ende and ſomme of religi⸗ 
on, and ok all theſe giftes, when he 
ſaith 
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ſaith, which pertaine to lyfe and godli⸗ 
neſſe: fo2 in theſe two woꝛdes, unto 
which the other two do anſwere , which 
are ſet downe in the latter ende of the 
verſe, gloꝛp and vertue, all thoſe giftes 
are confeined - Foz that which hee 
expreſſed firſt by life, here by glorie, 
that which before he called godlyneſſe, 
here he calleth vertue: they are as much 
as to ſay, eternall felicitie. and life with 
gloꝛp, and the way which we mult paſſe 
thꝛoughe to the ſame, which is godlines 
and vertue. Here we are to take great 
herde, that wee doe not ſeuer oz ſunder 
thoſe thinges which the Lo2de himſelſe 
hath ſo nerely coupled and linked to⸗ 
gether. And this admoniſhion is ſo much 
the mo2e neceſſarie, becauſe there are 
very many carnal pꝛofeſſoꝛs and beaſtly 
abuſers ofch2iſttanit:e, which doe ſeeme 
very willingly and gladly to imbzacep 
pꝛomiſes of the Goſpell , concerning 
redemption and eternall life purchaſed 
in Chꝛiſte Jeſus : and they make great 
boaſt that they loke fo2 their parte in 
the ſame as well as any other, x vet they 
—_ nothing at all to this godlines and 
vertue, 
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vertue,th2ough which we mult paſſe vn 
to it, foz God hath not called vs, but as 
hee ſaith here, to gloꝛp and vertue: ſo 
that whomeſoeuer the Lo2de hath called 
to know him aright , and ſo to be made 
hcires of eternall gloꝛp, he hath alſo gar⸗ 
niſhed them with vertues and graces of 
the ſpirite of lanctiſication. Untill ſuch 
time therefoze , as there ſhall riſe vp a 
newe Peter, which with contrary pen 
ſhall weite anew contrary goſpell, theſe 
men (hall neuer aſſure them ſelues, no: 
vet perſwade others that they ſhall euer 
come to the kingdome of God, ſeing 
they goa quite contrarie wap. 

4 Whereby molt great and precious 
promiſes are giuen vnto vs, &c Nom he 
ſheweth by what meanes oz by what in- 
ſtrumentes the diuine power doeth be- 
ſtowe thoſe gifts vpon vs, and the ſame 
are, as he calleth them, moſt great and 
precious pꝛomiſes which are giuen vnto 
vs, whereby we are called to glory and 
vertue, as he ſpeaketh in the former 
verſe:theſe are called moſt great and pꝛe⸗ 
cious, becauſe the things which are of- 
fered vnto vs in the goſpel of Chriſt, for 
greatnes 
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greatenes # dignity are incoparable: for 
what ci we ſeke out to match with this 
that here is offered vnto vs: namely the 
remiſſion of our ſins in the bloud of his 
ſonne, deliueraunte + freedome from the 
thraldome of Satan x power of darknes, 
that of damned creatuꝛzes and children of 
bis wrath, he hath giue vs this high dig- 
nity to behisſonnes# daughters: & as 
S. John ſaith Reue. 1. Chriſt hath waſhed 
vs in his bloud, and made vs kinges and 
prieſts to god his father: what a change 
is this, from the loweſt miſerie, eut᷑ in the 
gulf ot hell, to be lifted vp, to the higheſt 
dignitie, to be glozified with God in the 
kingdõ of heauẽ Becauſe therefo2e theſe 
thinges are the greateſtx moſt honoꝛa⸗ 
ble, S. Peter calleth the pꝛomiſes of the 
goſpel, moſt greate # pꝛetious. But wher 
foꝛe doth the apoſtle aſcrtbe all to the 
doctrine of the goſpel: foꝛ when he ſaith, 
that by theſe we are made paztakers of 
the dinine nature, he includeth all, be- 
cauſe it is by the goſpel that we are cal⸗ 
led home to the Lo2d: fo2 although hee 
bfter his wil vnto vs in his law,yet ther - 
in he ſheweth himlelke none otherwiſe 
vnto 
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vnto vs, but as a ſeuere iudge:we can ſe 
nothing there, but the dꝛeadfull cur ſe, 
vengeance of eternall fire:his bzightnes 
appeareth therein, but we be not able to 
beholde the ſame, but are daſeled with 
the ſight thereof, amazed # confounded, 
ſo that we cannot but runne from him, 
becauſe there is nothing but that which 
is ferrible,Cotrariwiſe,in the Goſpel he 
bath reuealed himſelfe in the face of his 
ſonne. where he ſheweth an excerding 
gloꝛp, but with ſuch fatherly lonex pi⸗ 
tie, ſuch abũdance of mercp, and ſwerte 
allurements, by which he calleth vs and 
d2aweth vs to himſelfe:that here we are 
able to loke vpon him with open face; 
and here hys countenance is ſo chere⸗ 
| full, that the ſoule which hath once with 
the eye of faith ſeene but a glimſe there⸗ 
bk is ſo inllamed and rauiſhed with de⸗ 
ſire ok a nearez and fuller ſight, that it 
can neuer be ſatiſffed. Foz this 
cauſe Saint Paule making compariſon 
betweene the miniſterie of the Lawe 
, and the miniſterpe of the Coſpell. 2. 

| Cozinthians, 3 Termeth that the 
miniſtration of death, and the letter 
which 
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which killeth: and this the miniſtration 
of the ſpirite, which giueth life, WU hich by 
the way alſo is to bee obſerned, becauſe 
there be among bs at this day many fra- 
tike bzaines:namely thoſe of the family 
of loue, which call the true and ſound in⸗ 
terpꝛeting of the woꝛd the litterall ſenſe, 


oꝛ the letter which killeth, 4 their owne 
groſſe and foltſh allegoꝛies the ſpirite: 
not knowing that S. Peter ſpeaketh of | 


the difference betwerne the Lawe and 


the Goſpel, Here alſo appeareth of what 
pꝛice and dignitie the goſpell is;foz who 
can ſet fo2th the woꝛthineſſe of this. 
Uhẽ he ſaith, that by theſe pꝛomiſes we 
are made partakers ofthe diuine nature. 
Te were indeed at the ſirſt created after 
the Image of God, and ſo partakers of 
his nature:but we loſt all this with our 
firſt parents 4 in ſtæde thereof we were 


made partakers of the diuelich nature, 
bearing his Image, and fulfillinge his 


luſtes. Nowe by faith in the Golpell, 
this image is reſtoꝛed and built vp in vs. 
againe, whileſt we reteiue the ſpirite of 
ſanctification ioyned with the ſame, Jf 
men did knowe, this firſt, that all happi⸗ 
nelle 
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neſſe in men is to be made paꝛtakers of 
the natuze of God, and to communicate 
with him: and then that this is wrought 
only by the Goſpel: men woulde not ſo 
lothſomely deſpiſe it, and pꝛeſerre euery 
light commoditie, and trifling pleaſure 
befoze it: men woulde not ſ&ke to diſ⸗ 
grace and llander it: men would not be ſo 
ſone wearie in hearing ok it no thinke 
enery hou2e ten, while they be at it. Fit - 
nally men vnlcſle they were mad men, 
would not as they doe now almoſt enery 


where, thinke themſelues beſt at eaſe 


when it is fartheſt from them: foꝛ who 
would willingly thzow himſelfe head- 
long to deſtruction: who would ſo play 
the mad beaſtes, as to thzuſt God from 
them,+ refuſe to be made partakers of 
his heauenly nature: Which all they doe 
that haue as pet felt noſwetneſſe in the 
Goſpell, oꝛ at leaſt haue ſo little taſted it, 
that it tan ſcarſe obtaine cold lone at 
their hands. But there nerdeth ſomwhat 
to be ſaid vpon the phꝛaſe of ſpeach which 
S. Peter vſcth,fo2 it is ſom what hard fo 
ſome, æ as it was in olde time fouly abu- 
ſed by hereticks, ſo is it wickedly at this 
15 day 
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dap peruerted by the lonely Familp, 
which holding this doctrine , that men 
are defiled , and God is hominified, as 
their liguage is, meaninge that the very 
eſſence and ſubſtanceof God is tranſfu- 
ſed into men, and his ſubſtance t theirs 
mingled together, take greate holde of 
this, that the Apoſtle ſayth, we are made 
partakers of the diuine nature. But you 
chal ſe that euerp ſimple man may eaſily 
confute them: it we aſke what the nature 
of an hozſe is, wil a man anſwere that he 
is made of the earth? then a hoꝛſe and a 
man are bothe of one nature, foʒ man is 
alſo made of the earth:it is manifeſt the 
that none is ſo foliſh but he will con⸗ 
feſle, that when we ſpeake of nature 
of any thing, we meane not the ſubſtãce 
but the qualities and properties: euen fo 
inthis place we muſt needes graunt, that 
by the diuine nature in this place is no- 
thinge elſe ment, but that there ſhould be 
ſuche a nature and ſuch qualitiegin men 
as may carrye a reſemblance of the di⸗ 
uine nature: asfo2 example, god is holy 
we muſt be holp, he is pure, god, iuſt, 


gracious, bountifall, louing, c mercifu G 
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all theſe and ſuch like muſt be alſo in vs. 
we ſhal alſo come to be partakers of life 
of gloꝛp, of iope, of happineſſe, ande⸗ 
ternitie, and ſo in a nerer ſoꝛte to bee 
paztakers ofthe diuine nature. UWhat 
are all thoſe now the better, which haue 
ſo receiued the precious pꝛomiſes, that 
their qualities are euen as agreable fo 
the nature of GDD, as light is with 
darknes , oz Veauen with Bell, oz 
Chziſte with Beliall? Sith lo manye 
ſhamefull and bealfly ſinnes flowe 
and raigne in them, which are ſo many 
parfakinges of the Diueliſh nature, let 
them foz ſhame denie that they haue 
ought wherein they communicate with 
GDD, inanye thing ſauing © bare 


' p2ofeſſion . Then what is it which ma 


ketha god man? The pꝛomiſes of the 
Goſpell, what is it which bꝛingeth 
life and ſaluation: The Goſpel, Wha 
are they which haue imbꝛaced the pꝛo- 
miſes, haue the true and lincly faith? 
The holy. Mho are they whom God 
hath called to life cternall, to be thoſe 
whome her loueth as children, bearing 
his Jmage 2 The pure and vndefilcd 
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inthe laſt clauſe of this verſe he ſheweth 
his meaning very plainelp, In that,ſaith 
hee, pte llie the coꝛruptions which are in 
the woꝛld though luſt: this is the way to 
be made partakers of the diuine na- 
ture, fo2 as coꝛruptions and filthie defi- 
linges.the moze they cleaue vnto vs, the 
moꝛe they ſeparate vs from the Loꝛd, ſo 
contrariwiſe, the moꝛe a man doeth flie 
and eſchewe them, ſo much the nerer 
he doeth apꝛoche vnto God, who is 
the fountaine of all puritie. We are here 
to note that S. Peter maketh all cozrup- 
tion and naughtineſſe in the wozld to 
ſpꝛinge out of concupiſcence, oꝛ as it is 
vſually tranſlated, luſt: where we muſk 
learne firſt, what this concupiſence oz 
luſt is, which is hereſaid to bee as it 
were the ſeate of ſinne: and indeede it is 
the rote and fountaine, out of which 
groweth and floweth al enil that is com 
mitted inthe wo2ld, either in thought, 
woꝛde, oꝛ derde. To be ſho2k, this is that 
which is foꝛbidden in the tenth comade- 
mẽt, whe he ſaith, Thou ſhalt not couet. 
At leaſt ſo much ok it is fozbidden there, 


as pertaineth to the ſecond table, that is 
the 
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the rofe + fountaine ofall euill againſt 
men, fo2 there is nothing recited in the 
ſame laſt commandement, but towarde 
men:t when our Sauiour Chriſt ſetteth 
fo:th the ſumme of the fr ſt table, her 
ſaith: it is to lone the Lozde with all the 
heart, with all the ſoule, c. Nowe where 
the whole heart is required, there concu- 
piſcence muſt ntedes be fozbidde: but ye 
wil ſay what is it? wheꝛin doth it conſiſt: 

It is not in deds, woꝛdes, noꝛ thoughts, 

but a moꝛe cloſe ᷑ inwazde ſicknes b2ed, 

as thep ſap, in the bones, the natural blot 
t ſpot of oꝛiginall ſinne, which we haue 
by inheritance, from our firſt parentes x 

bzing with vs ont ofour mothers womb, 

outof which al euil thonghtes + deſires 

do ariſs in vs. S. James in the firſt cap.of 
ol dis Epiſtie maketh it the womb 4 mo⸗ 

ther which concepueth & bzingeth foꝛth 
ſinne: Let no man(ſaith her) when he is 
tempted, lay: Jam tempted of God, fo: 
God cannot be tempted with euill nei⸗ 
ther tepteth he any ma, but euerp one is 
tempted, when he is dꝛawn away by his 
own concupiſcence, & is intiſed:then luſt 
when it hath conceiued, bzingeth fo2th 
B. 3, ſin ne 
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finne,* ſinne whe it is finiſhed bzingeth 
fozth death, The firſt thing we haue here 
to note in this doctrine is this, that all 
coꝛruptiõ is ot our ſelues, not coming 
from anp outward cauſe: it is true that 
Datã is an inſtrument, ⁊ as it were the 
bellowes to ſtirre and kindle in vs the 
luſtes of ſinne, and beareth a verp great 
ſtroke in the matter: but if it were not 
foꝛ this concupiſcence that is in vs, hee 
coulde not bzing his matters ts paſſe: 
the pzouocations and allurementes of 
wicked nlen are ſo many meanes to 
dziue vs and deam vs into ſinne. hut pet 
the caule is in aur ſelueg. A chief point 
to bæ ob ſerued, that wer mar ear ne to 
condemne our ſelues when wee baue 
donc amiſſe, and not after p mauner of 
men, which loke when then haur faul⸗ 
ted howe they may diſburdesn them⸗ 
ſelues, and be diſcharged ofths blame: 
and thezefoze they will either tris out of 
the Deuill, as thoughe her, as they (ay, 
ought them a- ſhame, 82 elſe: they Wilt 
ſap, woe wozth ſuch oz fuch that euer J 
knew them, if it had not beene foꝛ them, 
J ſhould not haue done thus; The P20s 
phete 
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phet Dauid when he had committed 
murther and adulterie, being repꝛoued 
by Nathan, although he knewe right 
wel that the Deuil was a greate furthe⸗ 
rer in the matter:likewiſe he might haue 
thought vpon the konde dealing of the 
woman which ſo indiſcreetly waſhed hir 
ſelfe in ſuch a place as others might ſe 
hir: pet he letteth theſe goe, and to the 
ende he map wholly and fully con- 
demne himſelfe, he loketh home to the 
, welſpzing of all this foule and beaſtly 

ſinne, and ſapth, Bchold. J was boꝛne 
in wickedneſſe, and in ſinne hath my 
mother conceiued me: as if he ſhould 
ſay, O Lo, A cannot ſceke any way to 
be exculſed: foz all this. rebellion againſt 
the is conceiued and bredde in mine 
owne co22upt breſt, brought the rote 
of it from my mothers wombe. This ia a 
god leſſon fo2 vs to learne: fo2 ſo longe 
as we der not knowe it, but like partiall 
and co2rupt Judges go about to ercuſe 
our ſelues, & to rid our hands of that we 
hauc commited, we ſhall neuer come to 
any ſincere repetace, Further we are here 
to obſerue in this place, that al cozr:2pti6 

B. 4. com⸗ 
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comming from this luſt, if wee will re⸗ 
pent in deede, wer muſt begin here. Foz 
if they bee chaunged onely in their out- 
waz2de derdes and woꝛdes, and this ins 
wazde ſicknes not healed, they haue gat - 

ned nothing, no moze then a man which 

would deſtroy a tree, and doth no mo2e 

then lop and ſhzed of cerfaine boughes 

and twigges, leauinge the ſtumpe and 
roote behind: foz ſo long as this doth 

liue in them, they may well ſeme in the 

eyes of men, to be very greate tonuerts, 

if they be ignoꝛant idiotes, are become 

ſuch as haue gotten ſome ſkill and 
knowledge: from dzunkardes; ruffians 
Adulterers, and luch lyke, they become 
ſober and modeſt,. and of god behaui⸗ 
our: as this map be done befoze men, 
and pet the heart nothing altered befo2e 
God:foz there bee many cauſes which 
may moue men tg ſeeme outwardlpe 
to bee godly, when the hearte within 
is fraught with loathſome luſtes , and 
full ofrotten cozruptions, which make 
men ill altogither abhominable be⸗ 
foʒe God. To be ſhozt therefoꝛe a man 
ſhall neuer rightly iudge of him ſelfe 
whes 
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whether her haue repented, vnleſſe he 
loke to the bottome ok this ſoꝛe, that it 
map be henled. The greateſt multitude 
of men being as blind as beet les in this 
point, imagin that repentance,is a very 
light t caſte thing, which they can have 
when they liſt; when a man of wiſedome 
ſaith this, that here lieth ſo deepe a mat⸗ 
ter, that here be rotes which are hard 


to be pulled vp, he is moued to be the 


mage carefull, leaſt he deceiue himſelfe, 
Loke therefoze cuerpe man to his 
thoughts, fo2 by them is the trial made: 
it the thoughts be chaged, z the inwarde 
beſires altered, ſo that of pꝛophane and 
woꝛldly, they are become holy and hea⸗ 
uenly:then he may boldl y ſay, J haue a 
newe hearte, and there is a right ſpirite 
renued in mo, 1 haue repented, J haue 
not plapto the hypocrite, I fœle an vp⸗ 
right heart go ward God. J fele the cor- 
rupt fountaine ſtopped, ſo that the filthte 
matter, and ſtinking mudde doeth not 
boyle foozth as it did It may alſo 
bee demaunded here , whether this 
luſte ber not a ſinne oꝛ a cozrnpti» 

B. 5. on 
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on of it ſelfe, becauſe S. Peter ſaith, that 
coꝛruption reſteth in it. The place which 
J alleaged out of the 51. Plalme, doeth 
pꝛoue it to be a ſinne: alloit maybe 
pꝛoued out of the fifth to the Komanes, 
Where S. Paule pꝛoueth that infantes 
haue ſinne, becauſe they are ſubicc to 
death, which is the rewarde of ſinne , al⸗ 
though as he ſaith, they ſinne not alter 
the ſimilitude of the traſgreſion of fA- 
dam. Therefore if we had none other 
but this, it were enough ta condemne 
vs, and vtterly to caſt vs awap. Let vs 
neuer teaſe therefore, vntil we feale g 
change in our ſelues, euen in this ſecrete 
inſecion, ſoꝛ otherwiſe we hall neuer 
ber able to flie the coꝛruptions whiche 
are in the wo21d;02 as , Aames ſpea⸗ 
keth in the firſt Chapter of his; Epiſtte, 
to kœpe our ſelues vnſpotted of the 
worlde, ſo longe as we tarie the cozrupf 
woꝛld in our own bꝛeſt, neither;ſhal our 
religion be pure, foꝛ thus it is ſaide:it 
any man among pou ſcmeth religious 
and refcairieth not his tongue, but de⸗ 
ceiueth his oſone hearte , this mans re- 


ligion is vaine,Pure religion and vnde⸗ 
filed 
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filed befozeGod, euen the father is this, 
to viſite the father leſſe and widowes 
in their diſtreſſe,and to keepe 
himſelfe vnſpotted of the 
wozlde 
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the 5. 5. and 7.verſes, 


a 5 Therefore giue euen all diligence 
therunto, ioine moreouer ver- 
tue with your faith;S& with ver- 
J 7 tue knowledge: | 
6 And with knowledge, temperance: 

- and with temperance, patience; 
and with patience- godlines: 
Aud with godlines, brotherly kinds |, 

neſle: and with brotherly kind- 


nes, loue, 

Ad hereunto giue all diligence, it. 
Ve hath declared in the fozmer vers 
ſes,among other chiefe matters this one 
eſpectally, to howe great holineſle and 
pureneſſe thꝛough ſanctification, we be 
called: which was chiefly expꝛeſled in 
theſe woꝛdes that by them ye may bee 
made partakers of the dinine nature, in 
that pee flie the coꝛruption which is in 
the woꝛld thꝛough luſt: vnto this now 
be iopneth an exhoztation, requiring at 
their handes not only to put to their di- , 
unt alſo, as by ſaith, euen all dt- | 

— 11 * + ligence ,£ 

— > 47. / - " 


" 


27 


2 


_—_ — % do} RA 


c Ur ermon. 


ligence. Foz as it is the greateſt and chie⸗ 
feſt thing which we are to loke affer:(o 


there is required at our handes , to giue 


our p2incipail care and ſtudie thereunto. 


this equutie muſt eaſilp be granted, that 
if we cannot obteine oz get the thinges 
of this life, which are (mall in compari⸗ 


- ſon,vnleſſe we put to our diligence, fo: 
" God will haue it to be ſo, that then of 


god right loke,foz how much heauenly 
things ercede in dignitie the earthly ſo 
much mult the care and diligence beſto⸗ 
wed vpon them ercede, Pow far almof 
are all men from this docer ine, both in 

zactiſe and iudgment: firſt, when wee 
ſee the exceeding tzauel 4 paines which 
they ſticke not willingly to beſtowe, in 
gettting beggerly traſh ofthis woz1!d, 
either riches 02 honours: they will ride 
and run, early and late, by night and by 
dap, by ſea and by land, winter and ſom⸗ 
mer: weaꝛing out their bodies, almoſt 
pine and ſterue themſelues with hunger 
and beating their bꝛaines with as great 
diligence as can be poſſible, but when it 
commeth to theſe things, which S Peter 


ſpeaketh, as things of no p2ice, they paſſe. 
. — 5 * . 
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by them, in ſuch wiſe, that they are here | 
euen as ſlonthfull and car eleſſe, as they 
are diligent in the other. Foz iudgment 
in this behalfe, if a man talke with theſe 
woꝛdly men, they will ſhew their minde 
and opinion: aſke them why they be ſo 
careful fo2 theſe woꝛldly things, their an⸗ 
ſwere is readie:we ſhall otherwiſe come 
ſhoꝛt of them, and goe with out them: x 
why do pe not ſ&ke as faſt fo2 heauenly 
thinges, thep be the greateſt: thep be in- 
dede the greateſt, but we commit that 
to God, we will not meddle with that. 
Thus they ſhift off the care of godlines, 
as though god did not require it at their 
handes: neuer hearing ofthis which, S. 
Peter requireth: we muſt fake herde of 
this, giuing eare to god, who teacheth vs 
this leſſon by the holy Apoſtle : fo2 if we 
let this paſſe we are moſt miſerable:here 
alſo when we are warned to giue all di⸗ 
ligence, appeareth plainely howe harde 
a thing it is to flye fzom coꝛrupte luſtes: 
foꝛ if it were an caſte thing to be done, 
leſſe diligence might ſerue: but ſinne, 
cleaueth nere and ſticketh faſt in vs, 1 
is not eaſilp ſhaken of: it is depely ro⸗ 
ted 
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ted:ſo that vnleſſe we digge vere deepe » 
wer are ſure to leaue the rotes ſtill be⸗ 
binde, which will growe x ſp2ing againe 
as faſt as befoze, yea oftentimes ſeeming 
fo be dead, they ſuddainly reuiue:ſo that 
we are ſet awozke while we liue here 
without any inter miſſion, to be ſtill top⸗ 
ling to pull vp theſe weedes, the ground 
is ſo ranke, that in a very ſhoꝛt time it 
will be wholy ouergrowen. Therekoꝛe 


ſuch as deſpiſe the meanes which Cod 


hath appointed, oꝛ vſe them ouer negli⸗ 
gently, muſt needes haue their heart o⸗ 
uergrowne with theſe ſtinking werds of 
luſt and concupiſcence : and ſo if teuer 
there be any god ſcede in them, as god 
motions o: inclinations to feare God, 
they are by and by choked, ſo that they 
can bꝛing foꝛth no fruite, oꝛ at the leaſt 
no ripe and timely ſruite- 

But here map be obiected, that this 
agreth not with the fozmer ſaying, 
that the diuine power bath giuen vs 
all thinges which pertaine to life and 
godlineſſe , there her aſcribeth all to 
God, and taketh all from vs, heere he 


ſeemeth to giue ſomewhat vnto our 
diligence, 
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Diligence, and ſo to eſtabliſhe freewill in 


vs. Me muſtanſwere here p God woꝛ⸗ 


keth al in al,+ alone ſtriketh the ſtroke, 
pet he doth not wozke in vs, as the cars 
penter oꝛ maſon wo2keth vpon the log 


and the ſtone, which haue no feeling of 


that which is done vpon then , and ther- 
foze nothing of them is required: but we 
haue a will in vs reaſon, which of the 
ſelues being co22upt , doe nothing buf 
hinder this woꝛke, vntill ſuch time as 
god hath faſhioned them anew: we haue 
appetites x affections in vs, but of them 
ſelues mcere rebels: theſc he tameth and 
ſubdueth: ſo that this wozke of God in 
vs, is not without a feeling of it, fo he 
moueth vs to wil, to deſire, to ſozow,to 
reiopce + ſuche like, ſo that our diligence 
is required, becauſe he woꝛketh in none 
but he doth make them diligent: here 
is ſtill then that which God doth beſtow 
vpon vs, and not that which we hane of 
our ſelues. By this place al thoſe are an⸗ 
ſwcred , which cloke and defend them- 
ſelues in their naughtines and ſouth in 
the ſcruice of God, after this manner: 
we haue that which Gob hath giuen 2 
a 


— — 
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all men are not alike. godlye euerp man 
cannot dos as vou doe: when their gon 
heart and conſcience doth tel euerp of 
them the contrary, ſaying, thou art carc - 
leſſe, and negligent. thou haſt as muchas 
thou defireſt; {oz God doth increaſe all 
gifts and-graces in thoſe which ble al dis 
ligence.in ſeeking after him. Let vs learn 
therefoꝛe, brethꝛen, to put in pꝛactiſe all 
thoſe thinges which are here tanght, to 
giue greaſer diligence, and ta beate our 
bzaine mope earnefily about heavenly 
things, then about theſe carthly, to la- 
boure gfsausl+yozefo2 godlyneſſe, then 
fo: treaſures and riches, Mhich if we · da, 
we ſhall f@le increaſe of ſtrength to cat 
out coꝛrunt tuſtes;although not ſo much 
as faine;we-would, pet God being true 
we ſuall haue ſo much that we can not 
Tale no; miſſe of out deute. It foloweth, 
iopne mozeouer veriue with pour fanty, 
tc. Daint Peter knqweth what babes 
we be, ho vnable fo guide our ſteppas 
in the pathes of godlyneſle, and that ma⸗ 
keth him not onely to moue and per- 
ſwade to godlyneſſe, but even as it were 
taking vs by the hande, and teaching vs 
C. bowe 
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howe fo freade eucry ſteppe, h rehears 


feth particularly the thinges wherein 


we&areto trauel, when he ſaith, Jopne 
mozeouer with your faith, vertue, with 
vertue knowledge, with knowledge, tẽ⸗ 
petaunce, with temperance » patience, 
with patience, godlynes, and with god- 
Iyneſſe, b2otherly kindneſſe , and with 
brotherly kindeneſle lone. 

Faith here is ſet in the firff place, vn⸗ 


to which all the other muſt de iopned, 
betauſe without if we can not by any _ 


meanes pleaſe God: it doth iuſtiſie vs be⸗ 


fore god alone, but yet it doth not go a- * 


one, neither is it deade and fruittelſe:fo; 
theſe things doe actompan y the lame. In 
the nert place therefoze he toupleth vn- 


to this ver tue, which is generally put fo2 * 


all the ſruites of faith, and all the duties 
ok godlp life, Theſe can not be wan⸗ 
ting, but by and by it muſk needes folow, 
that the fapth is a dead faith, not able to 
iuſtifle vs vefozc God, noz to giue life:it 
cannot mdede be rightly termed any 
other then a ſhadowe oz dumbe picture 


offayth, which may carry ſome ſhewe 
and 
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and tolour of that which it reſcmbleth, 
Euen as we ſe ſome: painter ſo ſkilful 
that he can caſt ſuch colours in painting 
firc,that at the firſt blath it might make 
a man iudge it tobe fire in derde: but if 
a man holde his hande to it, ta fœle to; 
ſome heate, and to make triall by the ef⸗ 
fedes, a childe will he able to iudge eaſi⸗ 
ly , that it is but a dead image, becauſe 


the etledes are wanting. Euen ſo there 


be very maup men, as cunning as any 
painter, to make a ſhewof faith, though 
great bragges and vaunts, that God is 

their God, x that they all put their whol 
truſt in him, that they looke to be ſaued 
as wel as the beſt, pea though bat a few, 
pet they hope to bee of the number of 
thoſe,” Let vs loke therfoꝛe that we be 
not decetued here, let not the outwards 
appearance beguile vs, but let vs come 
to the true trial, it there be as much ver⸗ 
tue in their lile, as there was heate in the 
fozeſaid fire, then knowe that it is euen 
as god a faith, as that is a ſire. Foz pW 
maye as well ſepcraty fire from ths 


beats thereof, as faith from god and 


C. :. godly 


The ſecond Sermon 


godly vertues, which are the fruits the2- 
of. What hall then be ſatd of all thoſe 
from whom do ow ſo many filthy ſins; 
that ſcarce at any time doeth appeare.in 
them yſo much as afradowe of vertue? 
they tannat dete iue aup wiſe man, much 
leſle ſhall they ber able to deceiue God, 
Let every one therefoze take heerde that 
hee deceiue not himſelfe, to thinke that 
he is richly indued with faith, when her 
is ſo pae in vertue, foz ifthe latter a⸗ 
bound, we are ſure the fozmer doeth als 
ſo abounde. Foz wee mult trie our faith 
bp our vertues, Next he willethtocoyne 
knowledge vnto vertne, Theſe:th2&# art 
general faith,vertnue;and knowledg:and 
aze ſo lincked togither, that they cannot 
be ſundered. Foz faith is not a blind kan 
taſie which man docth imagine ol his 
owne bꝛaine, but it is begun in the right 
knowledge of Gods will, and increaſeth 
and groweth by the ſame: it is alſo the 
rule and ſquare to meaſure and guide al 
vertue by:ſoꝛ we muſt not thinke that 
that is god which ſcemeth ſo vnto our 
reaſon, but that which God in his reuea⸗ 
led will hath called god: vnleſſe _ 
oe 


— — — — — — 
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koꝛe verfne did growe in vs, wee cannot 
haue it, beloꝛe we become ſkilfull, and 
baus learned it out ofthe wozde of 
G Foꝛ this cauſe the Apoſtle mes 
ning theſe excellent men to increaſe in 
godlineſſe,ſheweth them the way. when 
—— them toincreaſe in knowe⸗ 
dre. 
Hoh if wee merks well;what mans 
ner of men they were to whome hee 
wrote: namely, no babes noz youngey 
linges in the Golpell-foz ha ſaid they 
bad abteined lie pꝛecious faith with 
him, and after warde in this Chapter her 
ſaieth, they did knowe and were ſtabli⸗ 
ſhed in the pzeſent fruth - : ws ſhall 
eaſſly perceive. hope this may ſtop the 
monthes of many, which holde blinde 
errors. irſt ot᷑ all, of thoſe which affirm 
chat ignozance is the mother of deus 
tign:if godlineſſe and vertue be the true 
deuatiou, then it muſt nerdes follow, 
that their dotrine is faiſe and diueliſhe, 
ſerintz we are charged ts ſoine vnto dar 
— ern if — — 2 
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ner haue kept men in awe, to be zealous f 
of their religion, and to ſeeks fo that t 
at the handes of men, which God alone 
doeth giue, vnlelle they had kept them 
in blindneile and tgnoꝛance: ann there · 
fo:e they toke a wiſe wap, to Rtepe the 
{ 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
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people from knowing'the woꝛde, which | 
foſone as it bzake fozth againe, ifs 


cloſed all their falihood andtreatherye, 
inſomnche that neither godnoz bande 
almoſt, haue any deuotion vnto them, 
Decondly of thoſe, which althonghthey |, 
be nat ranke Papiltes, vet haue in 
them ill a ſmacke and ſauour ol Po- 
pilh pꝛinciples, am therefoze likefales 
arealſoenemies bntoknowledge. Foz 
thus they ſpeake. It wers no matter if 
there were leſſe pꝛeaching „ Athinke 
the people be the wozſe fo; it, there | 
is knowledge euen enough, what Chbuld 
laye men beefroubled to learn, oz to 
ſeke. fo; the knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures let them tende their wogke! / aim | 
loke to their occupations, any ſeurne 
„to be quiet, and to deale: huneffiye : 
-againlt-theſe pmze blinde beaſtes (w: 


J may 
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/ Jmay ve no. gentle ſperch) , we are 
to reaſon out of thys place, firſt that 
all men, knowe they neuer ſo muche, 
are hre commannded to increaſe in 
knowledge, to the ende they may in⸗ 
creaſe in faith and godlineſſe. Decond- 

p let them conſider to what manner 
| ofmen Saint Peter wrote, namelpe 
to pe and riche men, women and 
. childzen, to all ſoztes, and to be ſhozt, 
to as many as woulde haue Faith and 
'\. berfug „ andſo come to life and glo- 
kee, and therefo;e as well the pwze 
ploughman , as the greate Clarke is 
' commanded to increaſe his knowledge 
| outok Cods boke: Thirdlye , they 
muche ouerſhote themſeues „ when 
they woulde beare them in hande, that 
knowledge , Which is the guider of 
ver tue, ſhoulve be the cauſe of vice. 
Nape, ifws wipe our eyes, andloke 
better. to the matter , wer ſhall ſe, 
that there is a lloude of ignozance, 
| Which bath almof onerwhelmed all, 
am in manx Which ſme to knowe ve» 
| "rp muche, if they Were ſounded ta the 
* *C a. * 7 4 
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bottome, there ſhould be found in them 
ignorante and palpable darkenes: 
and ſo indeede the true cauſe ok all foule 
linnes, which abound at his bay among 
vs, andflowenen as a fel Dea, is 
che want of true knowltba. ! is1 no- 
rammte hath taken fach ict, that all 
they which daue made 'p2ofe,willton- 
telle with mer, that our time ts like the 
time of the pꝛophete Cſate, 28,who has 
umg lavoured himſelte ag it were out of 
breathe in teaching, and being lo 
ſmall p2ofiting , beeing commanded of 
the 1.93d Lilta goe to his bulnehr, bur⸗ 
lleth taꝛth into theſe ipelches: whom 
ſhall J teach knowledge: whome Walt 
J make fo2 to vnderſtande⸗ them that 
are walned from the milke, alm dzawne 
from the bzeſtes 2 foz pzgctp's mutt bg 
vppon p2ecept, pꝛecept vpp pꝛecept, 
line vnto line, line vnto line alitfle herg 
and a little there. And in another plate: 
he laieth, the wwede of the Loꝛde was 
like a ſealed boke, if hee tome to one, 
ſaying. Read this J pꝛay peu, he maketh 
anſwere, J cannot reave, to anothet that 
can 
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„tan reade, her anſwereth, J cannot,fog it 


is ſealed; * 

Furthermoꝛe, let theſe ſely creatures 
learne of this place to be aſhamed of 
that, wherein they ſeeme after a ſozte to 
glot p, when they vle to ſay, as they 
thin ke in defence of themſelurs, we bie 


wittzout ſkill, wa hand no kfidivledge, 


wer be pw2e honeſt men, lor haue no 
learning: it is as much as to ſay, we haus 
no faith, we haue no vertue, we haue no 
godlinelle: fox wie be plaiſtelr tatight 
here that faith, vertue, andKnowledge, 
mulk increate and grows vp together. 
Let vs al print this leſſon d#pely in out 
mindes, that it map dziue vs ko make 
halte to tome cut bt our ignorancc and 
to tet apace after knoweledge. Let vs 
take herde of flattering dur ſelues as 
ſome other doe, which haning bolten 
fome fill, oꝛ at leaſte thinks that they 
baue, ſette verpe light by the publik tra⸗ 
ching ofthe woꝛde, they doe exuſe Hon 
ſeknes afret this ſoꝛte, J thautze God 
am not of the ignozante ſoꝛte, noꝛ of the 
meaneſt iudgement. know 

C. 5. et 
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let them bunte after pꝛeaching that 


neede , it is very god foz them: as foz 
mer, J am lutfictentiy acquainted with 
the matter alreadie. This kinde ol men 
they ber wiſe in their olune conceite, 
und not in the Lozde: fo2 if they had 


once but eu# a little taſted of true knows. 


ledgs of the ſwerteneſſe and power ther⸗ 


ol, they woulde neuer haue enoughe of 


the ſürſt ſpaneful;if they had an healthful 
Komacke, they could neuer be bꝛonghte 
ſo ſons to loath and as it were fo vomit 
bpagaine, .; ſo - holſome ſuſtenaunce. 
But let vs learne here that when our 
knowledge is grotune tobe neuer ſo 
great, becauſe weknowbut in part, and 
we know nothing as we ought to know, 
as Sint Paule ſaith, euen then we are 
to giue all diligence , to ioine to our 
bertue knowledge, vnlelle when wee 
bane begunne and pꝛocœded fo farre, 
z wee mind fo fall backe againe , This 
place doch plainely ſet fo:th the wofull 
and miſerable fate of thoſe which be 
without teaching, 92 haue it in ſo ſcanty 
a 
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la meaſure, that they come aumoſt to no 
vnderſtanding ; they are metrie and 
thinke al is wel, and thinke themſeluea 
beſt, when they are leaſte dealt withal ; 


but iudge righteous iudge monte, which 
the Loꝛde by his Apoſtle teacheth vs 
to fudge, and we ſhall ſe that their 
myrth is nothing elle , hut a madde 
laughter, euen in the middeſt of feareful 
and hoꝛrible deſtruction. vnto knows 
| ledge topne temperaunce, dc. Oz 
.| continence_, fozſo the wozde whiche 
S. Peter vſeth, may be franſlated. But 
what doth he meane, hauing bidden vs 
to ioveie vertue with faith againe,as 
though be bad forgotten himſelfe, to ex · 
p2effe certaine ſeueral kinds of vertues, 

which be wil haue vs to ioyne to the foz- 
mer, when as indede-the wazd Nertue 
tonteineth them al. Me map not thinke 
hut that he is very well adviſed - , and 
that he knaweth with, whome he hath to 
doe, what babe g and cheldꝛen wer are 


which muſt not haue mea te ſet betoꝛe vs 
in groſſe to be our owns Caruers, but 
tt muſt ber minced to aur handeg, 
f — , | R | 1 wer 
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we multi to dr fende as it wee by, 
ſpaneſuls /o; this cauſe he did not con- 


tent himſelte to exhoꝛt in generall vnto 
vertue but Alto to name and painte vs 


aut tet taine chiefs bꝛanches, which were 
mut eſpecially labour avodt:;fo; vnle le 


God ſhoutb deale with vs in this wile, 


fo vaine are wer, that weſhoald wander 


and rene / as it were in a wide ſielde, and 
neuet tome nigh the mart oz at lealt in 
loking atter ſome one var tue 02 other. 


palit. Foz war ſa many that can rollt 
imtheir moni we named vertue and 
godltnele and höthing abmoft but ver? 
tue vertue us thougd ey woulte per⸗ 
ſwade men / har their garden did growe 
ful of ſeth hearbes, but when wir come 
to this partitular etamination, totoke 
fot this bettut und that, in ſterde of theſe 
fiveete hearbes, wer ſhall finde nothinge 
but ſtinking wades, - Meere is a great 
parte of dur diligence and wiledome: 
thcrefoze,thaf when wer Kudie faz ver⸗ 
tue and godlineſſe, and when wer cal vp⸗ 
on the Loꝛd foꝛ gifts, we ſearch out eup- 
ry part, and bꝛanche, leaſte wer be — 
ene 


f 


fozyref und let oe the chile and princiz, | , 
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v [ne in ſome ſpeciall pointe, and leaſte 
„while wer ſerke ta increaſe one hertue, 
another decaꝝ in va, foꝛ that ali came 
to paſſe, i we taſt not oua ies diligent» 
gi ly on; query ſide.; and ſo offentuues we; 
rather loſe then gaine, rathes gor hacks 
warde then faz warde. Datoff thenegli⸗ 
« | gence inthia:painte of vogrines 92 (o: 
want ol knomiedge in it, uengrow toto 
ſecuritie, aa very little con 
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pea though it be hut euen fame ſiaiy 
vertue, and ſiouthfullg they ſhulſit oi th 

matter: a thing greatly to be taken has 
bnto , Berauſe out of ali queſtian. iti 
that which hath cauſed diners loꝛ warde 
men, in continuance of time, as it 
| gathering ruff, ta'become:Dackezif 
haue deſire/therfoze to continue, let vs 
learne ta put this leſlon in pꝛactiſe. But 
why doeth he will to toyne temperante 
dz. continence with knowledge, it 
ſhould ſeme that he had no regat de of 
anie affinitie in matching theſe thinges 
togither: foz temperance is connerſant 
about pleaſures and deligbtes Ves 
veryly we ſhall plainly ſc, that there 
is great tauſe foz which he topneth eue⸗ 


ry 
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rpone of thele vertues together. And 


firlt to heginne with this ye are to note 
that cotinencieis not conuerſant alone, 


about tie delightes of the bodie, but al⸗ 


foof the minde :ſo. that in ſeeking know⸗ 
tedge, Which we mult doe very cagerly, 
wo ate to take herd of theſe: extreames 
which are contrarp to a continent mind, 
opther to bie ſo wauering, that cnery 
patfe do daiue vs from the maniſeſt truth 
9 elle on the other ſide to be ſo ſtiſfe, and 
ſo wilfulty wedded fo our owe fudge- 


that whiche we haue once liked, and not 
admit any: reaſon to the contrary: both 
——— continent minds: 

and both of hemenemiesfo true knows 
ledge. | Therefoꝛ e we are warned hert 
in our diligent ſearche foz knowledge, 
to take derde that when we haue lears 
ned the truth, we continue fenfaft 
and vnmoueable in it, not to be toſſed 
tw and kro as ſome vnſtable mindes are, 
who when they haue bene taught the 
truth, the leaf doubt that is rapſed a⸗ 


gainſt it, cauleth them by x by to — | 


ment, that war will ſtande in defence kk 
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and to feare whether they be in the right 


' wayo2no: alſo we muſt-take heede of 


that ſtiſfeneſſe, which cauleth- ſonis fo 
ſpeake when it were better foz them to 
beare,+t6 be heard aloff,when-a lower 
voyce might ſerue them befter:far from 
the counſel ol. James who willeth vs 
to be ſwift to heare,e low to ſpeake. Let 
vs be- fare out knowledge be wel groun⸗ 
ded, befoze we (ctle var ſelues to -conti- 
nue in it: leaſt in ſterde of heapinge -b bp 
golde, we fl out cheſtes with nothi 


but dzoſſe. A lſo we muſt beware, that 


we bende dur ſtudie fo2 the knowledge 
of theſe poyntes which 1 to intreaſe 
godlines, and true ed Foz 

ſeke fo: knowledge, but their oY 
bzayne doth carry them fo leke aſfer 
curious -queſtions, and fo let paſſe 
thole thinges, which ſhoulde doe them 
moſt god: and this is a f0zc and grie⸗ 


nous lickneſſe in men, as the queſtions 


they commonly moue, doe (ewe, Hee 
addeth, To temperance topne patience, 
This allo way ſeeme to be ſon!cwhat 


'fraunge, but if we lwke well vnto it, 


Le 
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ys thou hat peri thgmeaging oz 


planelyz patience is notongly requiſite 1 - 


in thole which haue receiued the p2ofeſ- 
ſion of the goſpel, to bears and indure 
au perſecutions 3 afflicions:. wyich ol⸗ 
tentimes are ſo raging, that (except we 
haue our hatts wel ſtaied, and ſeaſoned 
with patience )we ſhal be dzinen to t02- 
ſaks, and to foꝛſweare our knowledge: 
but alſo it is very requiſite io be. well ar⸗ 
med and fenced with it, when we ſhall 
haue fo do with thoſe which are urd 
and groſſe, and thereſoꝛe it is aa a dag 
ger to a mans harte, to heare all their 
reaſons againſt the worde, to 
w ſentelecqe they are - 4; when the 
truth is lapde befoze them: Likes 
wile their ſpitelul railinges, 4 ficerings 
mockes, which they will vle: their bold 
abulinge of Gods woꝛde, their arrogant 
pzelumption, which cauſeth them fo 
pꝛaltle very fall, cuen they knows not 
what : oꝛ elſe we ſhall be hurled, hither 
and thither vpon rockes, and matze ſhips 
wꝛack of our mildenefſc: and ſo marre 
and diſgrece the god cauſe, which wee 
baue in hand, Foz wicked men will 

iudge 


iudge al to p2occede of rancoz and anger? 
and aſcribe all to choller, and ſo by this 
meanes there is pꝛocured ſome diſhos 
no2 to God: who ſhonld greatly be ho⸗ 
nozed, if we could mekely(as the Apos 
tle willeth )inſkruc thoſe which are con⸗ 
trary minded, p2zouing if God at any 
time wil giue them repentante, to come 
out ofthe ſnare of the dcnill,of whome 
they be holden captine,fo doe his will; # 
ſo to ſtop their mouthes , that they can- 
not be able to anſwere.Zhe want of this 
vertue often times bzingeth greate in- 
conuenience to the conference of bꝛee 
thꝛen, which ſhould bꝛinge together (as 
it were into one heape) whatſoeuer euerp 
one hath gleaned by himlſelfe, that ſogke 
one might ſupply the want ofthe other: 
but the impatience of ſome is ſuch, that 
greate inconuenience doth growe there- 
by. To conclude this matter, ſeinge trou- 
bles are alotted vnto vs, ſufferings fo2 
the truth, + that we are ſubiec to ſo ma⸗ 
ny repꝛoches, railinges, tauntes, t mocks 
at the handes of abſurd g euil men: who 
ſoeuer loketh to walke in the way of 
8 he mult ſeeke to poſſeſſe his 
D. loule 


ſoule in patience. It foloweth, with pati⸗ 
ence godlines, tc. Aman may demand 
what maner of oꝛder is here vſed,in wil⸗ 
ling vs to iopne godlines to patiente, x 
then to godlines, bꝛotherlp kindneſſe;is 
not godlines the whole oz the general, 
t theſe bzaches are members of it? True 
it is that this woꝛde is often vſed gene⸗ 
rally to compꝛehende all godneſſe: but 
in this plate, it compꝛe hendeth but the 
firſt table of the lawe, wherein wer are 
willed to be deuout oz zealous : a verye 
neceſſary caueat to beware that wee doe 
not become ſo patient, that we fo2get to 
be zealous in the Loꝛds quarrel:it is as 
if S. Peter ſhoulde haue ſaid: woulde 
nat haue you ſo me&ke, as to beare and 
vp al, J would haue you withal to 
be hotte in Gods quarrell, fozget not 
that. Foz many vnder a colourofa 
merke patience, doe coner the want of 
religion, foz if God be diſhonoured, his 
truth defaced, his ſeruants ſlaundered 
they can heare and ſee, and pet bee as 
mekeasa Lambe: but ik themſelues 
be touched pee ſhall ſ& them play the 
Lions, and of luke warme to become 

fire 
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fire hokte, this therefoze is no patience 


which wanteth godlyneſſe, le muſt 
learne then, bothe with patience, and 
meekenes, to deale in the loꝛds matters, 
x alſo with fer uẽt Zeale: leaſt in ſtesd ot 
this ercellent vertue of patience, which 
was commended vnto vs, there be no- 
thing but a pꝛophane vngodlpnes and an 
irreligious mildneſſe, in which at this 
dap moe do offend then through impati⸗ 
ence: foꝛ theſe Atheiſts haue this as an 


excuſe very redily, Are we not comman⸗ 


ded to be gentle and ſoft? Js it not our 
duetp to maintaine loue, and charitie 


with our neighboures? Jndeede they bee 
great ſwearers, and ſomtime they vſe to 
ſpeake again} gods woꝛd: if they be a⸗ 
wp, A thinke they ſhall anſwere foꝛ the- 
ſclues, if we ſhould gaineſay, oꝛ ſemeto 
repꝛoue them, they woulde not take it 
wel, therefo2e J thinke god not to dil⸗ 
quiet them, Bere is nowe wonderfull 
patience, theſe are very godly and 
charptable perſons,yea euen a treache- 
rie towardes GSD and men, Foz 
is there any of them, which beinge launs 
dered with ſome foule crime, whereby 

D they 
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they ſhould re ceiue greate iniurie, 02 be 


ſpitefully rapled vppon, if ſome of their 


neere friendes ſitte by and holde their 
tongues, when they knowe they be inin- 
tied, that cannot by and by feele and ſay, 
this was colde friendſhip that they could 
not haue dealt ſo vnlouingly towardes 


their kriendes, by whome ſoener they 


ſhould haue hearde them ſo abuſed, they 


could not haue held their tongues ? Then 


belike God noz his truth are none of 
their deare friendes,that they can put vp 


ſuch iniury done towards him. There is 


plentie of this patiencein all places, but 
godlyneſſe cannot be ſuffered to come 


niere, loꝛ he is a bꝛeake peace anda very 


vnpleaſaunt fellow, he is ouer rough and 
pzeciſe, and oucr-captious, there was 

od neighbourhod and friendſhippe 

eloze he came, they could bemerry to⸗ 
gether,and be in vanity, without any 
tarre:had it not bene better to bie gen- 
fleneſſe and patience, then to haue this 
bꝛople: foz there is nothing better than 
loue, and where that is not, ther is no- 
thing god. O miſerable dayes, this is 


the god loue now among men, that they 
can 


| 
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cannot loue one another, but they muff 


hate God, to haue peace and conco2de 
with men to bee at ods with God, foz 
mens ſake, to put vp the diſhonozing of 
his name, not to continue in patience, 


vnleſle Godlineſſe be wanting. The vn- 


godly woꝛld, and lewde nature that is in 


men, faketh occaſion to accuſe godly 


Zeale, vnder this pꝛetence:and to finds 
fault with the pꝛeaching of the woꝛde, 
becauſe, ſap they,it ſetteth men at ſtrife 


+ But we mult learn in this place to ioine 


godlineſſe with our patience, fo2 other- 
wiſe we ſhall be founde to be nothing els 


but irreligious and pꝛophane dogges: 


althoughe wer pꝛetende loue neuer ſos 
much. The time wil not ſuffer to handle 
the reſt, which remaineth in this tert. 
Let vs remember that which hath bene 
ſaid, & giue all diligence to purſue theſe 
excellent vertues, that ſo wer may ap⸗ 
pꝛoue aur ſelues to be right Chꝛiſtians, 
and loke foz the bleſſed hope pꝛomiſed 
in Jeſu Chzilt, of 
e 
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7 And with godlines, brothetly kind- 
nes,& with brotherly kindnes loue, 

8 For if theſe things be with you and 
abound, they will make you that 
ye ſhall not be idle nor v nfrniteful, 
in the knowledg: of our Lord he 
fus Chriſt, 

9 For he that hath not theſe things is 
blind and ſeeth not a farre ot, and 


hath forgotten that he was purged 


from his old ſinnes. 


Nd with godlines brothe:ly kind- 
nes, &c. Me haue hard allreadie, that 
with our faith muſt be jopned vertue oz 
godly deedes, which it cannot be with- 
out, if it be a true faith, with vertue wer 
are commandedto iopne knowledge, 
which maybe a guide' thervnto, our 
knowledge muſk goe with temperance, 
with this mult come patience, & there- 
vnto muſt be toxned godlines There res 
maine pet two bzanches of theſe ſpeciall 
bertues al out which wee are to fravell: 
the firſt of thcſe 1s bzotherly = 02 
in- 
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kindneſſe, which muſt be yoked with 
godlines: as I ſaid, that this godlines he 
ſpeaketh of, is referred to the firſt table 
of the law, reſpecting God and his reli⸗ 
gion, that wee bee ſound and zealous in 
the ſame, and not as thoſe which are foz 
al times, and al religions, and therefoꝛe 
care not what be ſaid againſt religion, 
beeing very belly gods and Atheifts:(o 
this is referred to the ſecond table, ſhe⸗ 
wing what we owe vato men. This is 


* beryſfitly, and neceſſarilp added, foz as 


there be many, which regarding men 
onely, how to pleaſe, and not to gricue 
oz offcnde them, altogether foꝛgetting 
their dutte towards the Lo2d God, and 
wholp. ſhutting him out, as though their 
chief care ſhould be of men, let paſſe god⸗ 
lines; ſothere beſome that offend on 
the other ſide, which loking alwayes ſo 
high, as to haue reſpecte fo the Lo2d.and 
bis truth, to be earneſt and firie in 
that, onerloke men, koꝛgetting the 
duties which they owe vnto them, the 
holy Apoſtle metcth with this mil⸗ 
chief, and telleth vs that we mult ſo loue 


God,that we allo loue men:iopne, ſaith 
D.. her 
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her, to pour godlinelle, bꝛotherlpe kinde⸗ 
neſſe:foꝛ vnleſſe this be ioy ned, and goe 
with our Zeale of Gods woꝛde it is no 
true godlineſſe, although wee be neuer 
ſo ſound in iudgement and ſerme to bee 
as hatte as Moyles 02 Elias, pea euen 
to be ſwalowed vp with burning Zeale: 
fo it doeth not p2oceede from Gods 
ſpirite , who doth alſo wozke the loue 
towardes men, whezeſoeuer he goeth: 
but it doeth pzoceede of ſome corrupte 


cauſe, as of vaine glozye, oz ſelfe loue, 


and ſuch like, and deſerneth not indeede 
to bee called godly denotion, no moze 
then the true faith can bee without ver- 
tue, oz deſerueth to be called ought laue 
a ſhadowe, oz Image ol faith, if it bee 
without god woꝛkes: but it is a bitter⸗ 
nelle, which relembleth the true Z eale, 
which doth euermoze carrie with it a 
loue, and care towardes men. True it is 
that to be zealous in ſpirite is a ſingular 
and ſpeciall gift of God, and they which 
be without it are but bzutifh,x lenceleſſe 
creatures, not knowing God,noz howe 
pꝛecious his glozy is pet this mull be lo⸗ 
ked vnto in cnery one of 2 
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beare a louing affection toward our bꝛe⸗ 


then oz no:foꝛ if we loue God, we muſt 


needs lone men, which beare his Image. 
Ik we delyght in the wozd God, this 
is one chiefe point of docrine which is 
taught in it, that we be louing and kynd 
vnto men. Thertoze as Saint Paule 
1. Co. 1 3. ſheweth, that very excellent 
giftes doe not pꝛoſit without lone; ſo 
likewiſe in this place we be taught, that 
if wee woulde ſeme to bee godly, and 


haue not lone, it is nothing wozth. Let 


euery man therefo2e lay this doctrine to 
his hearte; that he muſt be earneſf 
in the cauſes of the Lozde-zealous in re- 
ligion, pzeferring God and his truth 
befoze all men, whoſoeuer, and whatſo- 
euer they be:but pet withal that he muſt 


lake downe vnto men, rend2zing vnto 


them their due alſo, this doing he may 
beholde he is in the right way. Unto 
this bꝛotherly kindnes we be charged to 
iopne lone, It may bee here deman⸗ 
ded againe, what manner of ſpeche 
this is, which tho Apoſtle doeth vſe,foz 
is not bzotherly kindneſle oz * 
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lone, as the woꝛd doth ſignifie, and loue 


\ 1 


all one: we muſte be farre from thin- , | 


king Saint Peter to deale with ſo little 
bede,as to wil vs to ioyne the very ſame 
thing to the ſame; wee mult therfoze 
ſceke a difference-betwene theſe two. 
We map take this difference, either that 
the fir ſt of theſe doth erpzeſſle what wee 
owe towards the Godly, who be chiefly 
called the bzethzen, and the latter what 
we owe vnto all, both god and bad: 02 
els the fozmer doth ſignifie the in warde 
affection of loue, and the latter, the out- 
twarde. pꝛactiſe of the ſame : foꝛ the doc- 
trine in both theſe is needfull to be ope- 
ned. It we take then the koꝛmer ſenſe, we 
be willed to ioine with our loue towards 
the godly and faithfull bzethzen whome 
we ought chicfly, and moze dearely to 
fauour, ) aloue alſo which may reache 
euen ouer all, god and bad, friend and 
foe, This Saint Paule teacheth when he 
willeth vs to doe god to all men, but e⸗ 
ſpeciallꝑ to them which are of the houſe⸗ 
holde of faith. So that we mult acknows 
ledge our ſelues bounde, in ſome ſoꝛt, 
euen-to the wicked; accozding as our 

Saui⸗ 
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Sauiour doth teach, Path. 5. Bleſſe the 
which curſe you, pzay foz them whiche 
hate and perſecute pou:and Saint Paule 
ſaith, Kom. 1. If thine enimie hunger, 
fede him: if he thirſt, giue him dzinke. 
well then, although this bee very harde 
to mans nature, yet the Lo2de doeth 
Nraightly require it at our hands: and ſo 
that ik this be wanting, wer doe but 
deceiue ourſelues, If we fake it in the 
latter ſenſe, the firſt woꝛd to ſigniſie the 
inward affection of love, the other the 
outward pꝛactice, then we haue here a 
notable point to be obſerued, not to o⸗ 
uerit;ote our ſelues in our loue, in iud⸗ 
ging it to be right, æ ſincere, when it is 
halting, and lame, foꝛ many when they 
heare, that we are (o ſfzaightly charged, 
fo2 to loue our neighbours, 4 that with 
out the ſame, there is nothing god in vs 
o2 which God accepteth , loke no 
further but thus, whether they beare ang 
grudge 02 emll will in their minds, z if 
they ca ſay-J hurt no ma,no2 J mean no 
hurt to anp,they perſuade theſclucs that 
this is an excellent loue. And ſo a ſtone 
meaning 
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meaning no hurte may be ſaide fo loue: 
other ſomewhat wiſer, do not only loke 
to that one thing, whether they beare 
euil wil, but alſo whether they haue any 
kind of affection in them, and here they 
ſtay, when they ſhoulde goe yet this ſtep 
fur ther, to ſer that this kindneſle in them 
bꝛeaketh fozth into god and charita- 
ble derds: foz there may be ſome louing 
affedion in a man, and pet bꝛing fozth 
but llẽder fruits, betauſe there is a great 
llouth in nature , which hindzeth men 
from putting their loue in vre,foz loue is 
labourſom and paineful as Saint Paul 
ſetteth it fozth 1. Thel. 1. when he ſaith, 
Pour labozing loue. At then we wil loue 
the bzethzen, bere is the touchſtone, by 
which we may pꝛoue onr loue, that wee 
ſpare not foꝛ any labour oz coff,noz pet 
wax werr p: becauſe loue is not like one 
that is lazie + luſkiſh, loptering at home 
within a mans bꝛeſt, but ſteppeth abzod 
and is very diligent: neither doeth it 
pꝛeferre euerp light commoditiee vaine 
pleaſure, befoze the benefit of the bze- 
thꝛen. Then by this it is manifeſt, how 

that 
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that all thoſe which woulde ſeme to bee 
godly, and yet haue caſt away the care o⸗ 
uer their bꝛethern, at the leaſt thus farre 
that they wil neither trauel, noz bear a⸗ 
ny charge foz other mens ſake: whoſe 
wealth they ſhould pzocure,eſpecially of 
the ſoule, foz therein lieth the chiefe tri⸗ 
al of lone : becauſe it is a pzepolterous 
thing, to be very tender oner the bodie, 
a rotten carkaſſe, and to pitie the miſery 
thereof ſo much, + in the meane while, 
not to care foz that that is moze p2ect- 
ous, namely the ſoule, the relieuing and 
healing of which,ſhall be the happineſſe 
of the whole man foz euer. This I ſpeak 
becauſe wee ſ& many that will beſtowe 
ſomewhat vpon the reliefc of the bodt- 
ly miſery, which haue no pittie vpon me 
which wander in blindnes & igno2ance, 
whoſe ſoules are ſamiſhed & pined fo2 
want of fode, full of deadly woundes 
and ſozes which are not ſalued, bounde 
in the bands, and chaines of ſinne, hol- 
den vnder captiuitie by Satan, euen rea 
die to be ſwallowed vp of the bottom⸗ 
leſſe gulfe of hell: the cauſe in deve is, 

that 


that they haue not pet learned fo pitie 
their owne ſoales, and therefoze cannot 
pitie the ſoules of their bꝛæthꝛen: fo2 if 
they did know the ſpiritual miſerie they 
woulde neither ſpare night noz day in 
trauelling to haue it caſed: wheras now 
contrariwile they can pull backe men, 
from godlyneſſe, and diſcourage them 
from ſeekinge after ſaluation: they can 
laugh + ſpoꝛte themſelues in their owne 
ſinnes, and in the ſinnes of their neigh⸗ 
boures, as though there were no miſerie 
therein, finally, being cruel murtherers 
of ſoules, would nenertheleſſe, gladly be 
deemed charitable: But their bountifull 
almes, doth want ſeaſoning. Let vs learn 
therefoze to pitie, 4 to ſhew kindenes to 
the bodily neceſſitie of men, and not to 
foꝛget eſpecially, 4 aboue all, to pꝛocure 
with al diltgence,as much as lieth in vs, 
the ſaluation of their ſonles : otherwiſe 
we can neuer be ſapde to topne loue and 
godlpneſſe together.” 

Jn that which followefh in the foure 
nexte verſes, there is ſhewed partly the 
great and ſingular commodities, which 

wer 


wee ſhall reape, if wee be garnithed with 
, theſe fozeſaid verfucs: and partly the 
diſcomodities , which we ſhall finde in 

| the want of the ſame . And this S. Peter 
ſetteth kozth, not Kaying in the bare de⸗ 

| clarationofthe vertues, which indeed of 
themſelues, being ſo pꝛecious + ercel- 
lent, ſhould moue vs, but dealeth with 
vs, as with thoſe which are lumpich, and 
| dul,neding many ſpurres, fo bie pꝛic⸗ 
ked foꝛward withall , and all little e- 
nough: let vs be carefull therefozeto 
. fakehede to that he ſaieth , If 


[ 
make, xc. In this 8, verſe hee ive 


things be with you,x abound, th 


to ſhew thecommodities which ſhal re⸗ 
dounde vnto vs, if wee ſo giue our dili⸗ 
e fence , that wee may bee richly decked 
with theſe graces: they wil make you, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, that ye ſhall not bee 
| idle, no vnkruitefull, in the acknowled⸗ 

|\ ging of our Loꝛde Jeſus Cheilke . It is 
- ſhamekull thing, when GOD hath 

ſhewed himſelfe vnto vs in his Donne, 

hath called vs into his ſeruice, out ot 
miſerable bondage, foꝛ vs to bee pdle, 
| and vnfruttefull; Jfthe Lozde have 
planted 


planted vs, it he haue dzeſſed bs, then,as 
it is alſo ſaid by our ſautour Chzilt, Jh6 
15. Herein is my father glozified,that ye 
goe and bzing fozth much fruite. Then 
it is by this place very apparant,that a 
man may dzaw out a ſure 4 an infal- 
lible argument againſt all thoſe whiche 
are idle, and flouthfull in the pꝛofeſſion 
of religion, and as they ſay key colde, oʒ 
flacke in the woꝛſhip, t ſeruice of god, oꝛ 
vnkruitetul in god woꝛkes: namely that 
they are graceles , void of faith & thoſe 
vertues which doe euer accompany the 
ſame:ſoꝛ when ©. Peter ſaith, iftheſe 
things be with you, they will make that 
ve ſhal not bee idle,noz vnfruiteful:it fol- 
loweth neceſſarily, that ſuch as be idle, 
which ariſeth foz want of zeale, oz bee 
bnfraitefull, continuing in their ſins, it 
is, becauſe they did neuer pet come to 
the true knowledge of Chꝛiſt: they may 
wel boaſt theſelags,of their ſtrong faith, 
make a bꝛaue ſhewe of their ſkil ,x fine 
wit, ſo that men might think there were 
ſome de&pe thing in them, «+ that they 
ſhould be able ene to iudge,+ giue aright 
verdict inal matters;but a man reading 
but 
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hut euen thys place, finding them voie. 
and vinfruitfull (yea euen a ſimple man) 
hall ea ſounde them to thebottomg, 
and ſap ot them, that they haue not as 
petknowne 02 learned Chꝛiſt, becauſi 
they want-thoſe fozmer thynges. We 
mut note thys alſo, when he ſapeth, If 
theſethyngs abounde in vou: that is, 
that. we ſhoulde not content our ſelues 
with a ſcant and bare meaſure ot᷑ faith, 
of ver tue, of knowledge, and of the reſt; 
as he ſetteth them vowne : but we. maſt 


labour to haue a dayip increaſe, fo; that 


mult ve gathered by thys, that he pꝛic- 

keth fo2warde theſe ripe and grounded 
men. d dodrine molt noceſſarpe to bee 
ven; becauſe if men haue gone two 
oz thai ſteps, oz haue once a little be- 
gunne to labour about theſe thynges, ſo 
that they can loke. backe, and ſ& (ome 


roingbehinde them, 02 can ſay, Jthanke 


Gon Pknowe ſomewhat, J hope that 

am not without faith, ſomewhat there is 

which J haue done, that J-would be loth 

to do agayne : they by and by perſwade 

thanlelues, that they are ſufficietly ſur⸗ 

n — ſticke A 
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no. 


I truſt I haue that which ſhall ſerue the 
turne. Nay, the Apoſtle telleth vs an o⸗ 
ther thing hiere from the L 02d, and that 
is, that we muſt ouer flow ia theſe, and 
abound ; and truth it is, that theſe men 
which thinke they be well franght, and 
ſo (&ke fo; no further increaſe-of Noze, 
bane as yet nothing, fo2 if they had once 
fouride the werte of theſe thinges, and 
ſene withall that they are farre behind; 
and in beggerly niede. they would neuer 
content themſe lues with ſo little : fo 
who is he whiche feleth increaſe in 
woꝛlolpe treaſure , that wyll crie hoe, 
and ſay, I haue enough: Is there lese in 
the beanenly treaſures to dꝛatos men to 
une them, than in the earthly? Oris it 
berauſe men do not knowe them: Me 
muſt learne to take bode of ſuch there⸗ 
fo:e; as would beare men in hand, that 
it is ſufficient, yea, that it is the beit ot 
all; foz men to content themſelues with 
ſome ciuill honeſtie, and not to ſethe and 
wear ie their minds to gaine knowledge. 
But thele were neuer as ret the men, 
which might be right called the ſchob 
lers of Chzilte , mucho lefle we are to 
dieme 
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derme them wo2zthy nialfers, oz fea- 
chers of others, when they goe flat con- 
trary to the holy Apoſtle of Chzifte, who 
willeth fo ſeeke fo2 ſogreate abundance: 
when as they would content themſclues 
and perſwade others tobecontented; 
with ſcant a ſhavdowe of theſe thinges, 
which ſhoulde ber ſo plentifally founde 
in them. Hotwithlkanding ſome are ſo 
blinde, that hauing no ſhadow oz ſhewe 
at all of godneſſe , yet thinke they ba 
gone farre enough. the nexte verſe 
where he ſaith , Hee that path not 
thele thinges , is blinde, and ſ&th not 
a farre of, and hath fo:gotten that her 
was purged from his old ſinnes, he 
ſetteth ſazth the diſcomodities which 
follow the want of thele vertues , And 
this he doth, becauſe ſome man will be 
little moned to heare that commoditie 
which he ſpake of, and will ſay, what 
care A though J be ydle? What care A 
thaugh J be vnfruitefull? J will not go 
about to be better then other men, what 
thould'J labour to excel thoſe which are 
wiſler then J: if then they wil not regard 
this, that theſe vertues will make tyem 
C,?, excellent 
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excellent ſeryants of God, yet let them | 


conſider what che Apoſtle maketh them 


without the ſame, where he affyzmeth 
them firſte to be blinde, (a veriemiſe- 
rable thing in the bodily ſighte, muche 
maze in the. ſpirituail, whiche he here 
meaneth: when God hath ſo cleerely 
reacaled hymlelfe in the face of hys 
Sonne, in the knowledge whiche bzin- 
geth laluation, that the god of this woꝛld 
as D. Paule ſpeaketh 2. Coꝛ. 4. ſhould ſo 
blinde their mindes, that the light of the 
glozious Goſpell ot Chꝛiſt, which is the 
image of Sod. ſhoulde not ſhyne-vnto 
them, Hecondlp he ſaith, they cannot ſex 
a farre off, oꝛ that they be pozeblinde, fo; 
luch as haue the heames of ſight ſcatte⸗ 
ring 02 ſpꝛeading aſunder , ſo ſone as 
ev be out of the eye,can ſee wel enough 
aſt by them hut not a farre off, to theſe 
S. Petet doth compar e thoſe, men, But 
it map be aſked what he meaneth: firſt 
to ſay they be ſtarke blinde, and after⸗ 
ward to attribute ſome ſight vnto them. 
At may ſæme by this wozd, that he ma⸗ 
ich their cauſe not ſo euill, as befoze he 

d ſayd it was;yes euen as euill, Cie 

| ai 
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ſaith as much in this woꝛd, as he voy 


the other: foꝛ when he ſapeth; They lan 


not ſe a farre off, he taketh from them 
all ſight of heauenly things, which am 
remoued from vs, e ſene vnlp by faith; 
he doth not denie them the ſight of thoſe 
thpngs whyche are at hand; becatiſe 
they haue a god and a-ſharpe ſigyr-th 
the things of this wozlde, fo; the mot 
part, better then they which canſe a fat 
off, But what are theſe quicke wits the 
bettet, when they ure but fo2 this wo 


Fand their convition'no'better then that 


of the paze beaſt, (yea-muche wore) 
when werelpent the miſery in the woꝛle 
to come? Let not this ſherefoꝛe rails the 
to ſet vp their bꝛiſtles ; that they cun la 
ſo well and pearringiy at hand, (thatits; 
in earthiy things) when as they ners 
blinde as beetles in thinks a. fat off, that 


is to ſay, in heauonkxctyags. etre we 
- muff ſeeke to haue eyes giuen bs of God 


with we map be able to ſ& be⸗ 
pond this wozlde: fo: befoze ſuth time 


as the Lp2de hath giuen vs ſome glim⸗ 


meringbf heavenly things, wer ſhalt 
neuggedurt to obteine them. And this is 
kids, E. 3. the 


3 
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canſe that theſe poꝛe blinde men ne- 
paſſe greately to know the Golpel of 
Chꝛiſte. Thirdly he ſaith, they haue foz- 
gotten that they were purged from the ir 
olde ſinnes:as hee ſaid they were blinde, 
ſo now he ſaithe, they are fozgetfull:; and 
this ſoꝛgetfulneſſe is ſo much the moze 
Gamefnl, as it is in a thiet and pꝛincipal 
point of true religion. But where ſhal 
we lind the man, which it he bee exami- 
ned will confefſe that he hath foꝛgotten 
this point? It ſcemeth none doe foꝛget 
it, betauſe the very wicked will ſerme to 
let all vpon this ſko2e, that their ſins are 
purged, and that maketh them finne ſo 
franckly. ut if we vnderſtand the Apo⸗ 
cle wel, we ſhal finde very many which 
haue fo2gotten this point. Now here we 
muſt firſt note that our ſinncsareſaid.to 
be purged, when. there is ſatiſfanion 
made fo2 them by ten in ede 
blod of Chꝛiſte. 

Setondly that they are ſaid fo be pur⸗ 
ged by the grate of ſandcificatio, when by 
the power of Gods ſpirite, nne, 02 all 
finfull affeaions are ſuppꝛiſſed and . 


led in vs:lo then there is a purging in re⸗ 


demption, 


| 
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by ſangification : Howe if they baue 


| not. fo2gotten (0 mnch , but that they 


tan pꝛattle ot the purgingof theirſinnes 
by redemption, vet ther haue Tozgotten 
.this, that they were, red@med to. the 


ende they ſhaulde no langerſerue ſinne 


but pur ge away the olde leauen: But 
without 


boring 

ſayeth they I. pu nat 
meaning thereby that ther had euer 
learued it, faz if they. han. vet at the leaſt 


. they bad not well learned it: we may 


are ſlarke blinde, and haue fozgotten 
that Chꝛiſtians are called to liug in righ* 
teouſnefe and holineſſe of life. If we 
loke vpon the (mall number of thoſe 
which haue a care to (ko after the Lo2d, 
and howe (mall apart ot them dae 
tome (A will not ſay to abounde, ) but 
to haue a compotent meaſure of thoſe 
loꝛenamed vertues , Uet vs come als 
wapes to this true meaſure . and nat ber 
deceiued neither in ous ſelnes, noz in o⸗ 
ther. Let vs be aſhamed i ine he caruall 
to take er m yams of the true 
*. « 0309s 


mon. 


-ppalefiparsiiter vs Uk ba th the 
-honozablo nan of Ch it ids, Which are 
—— e ee 
— 2 ne my owe 
be trus retepusts of the 
as'topne vertus with 
with vertar kuolh , Andi How 
XAnce, pationce, elle „ b:otherly | 
kindnes and ode, and ſuche as allo do 
ſeketoabotiiid in them: the reit w 

care not to theſe, oz content therrifett s 
— bare ſhew of x, alfþony 


have 
teſfon, Remember that this is the do⸗ 
cine of God and not of man. ne 
ber that we mult tand and welt vppon 
tt, notfo; avay; oꝛ two, while we haue 
heat d it, but ali ou life long to bꝛing it 
to the pꝛackiſt: it is — and clere, 
none can be ereuſed it they know it not, 
and ſo th ſemplititie ſtand vppon 
the common to th;onde 
r eee of the 
| multi⸗ 
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| mulfitudez but when God hath warned 
them, who will pitie them, when they 
will not, be warned 2 if this were not 
told vs, and that by Gov hymſelfe, we 
might thinke as inen do ip, that 
a verie little doth 00 N Lozd,that 
no great thinges are red at 
ropes 15 , and other ſach 2 
lich and vayne e fo ſay, they 
. muſt hope well, when God felleth them 
there is no hope, vnleſſe — walke this 
. way : allo, that it is nat gad tobe ouer- 
pꝛetiſe, wh as inc 
not pꝛ oca b karre, 
obediefite to the Lazde. _ 
ende „ let none 1 
blinde vs., becauſe 4 
| which fand inre 
e 
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10 whe beten give rather di- 
. to make your calling & 
eſechon ſote: : fot jf ye do thefe 
things ye ſhall neget fall: 
11 For by th meanes an entring (hal 


be miniſtred vnto you abundits ; 


| ino the euerlalling kingd6 
> of YO leſus Chrſt. 


iſelfe with 


dis Abri which he maketh , but 
fetteth downe what wwe ſhall gaine if we 
follow his aduiſe, and alſo what hurt we 
ſhall ſaſfaine by the confrary : and this 
bath partly benz handled in the two o⸗ 
ther verſes, partly in theſe two which 


doth pꝛopound ſo great a commoditie 
which we ſhal gaine,if we giue all dili- 
gente 


wee haue now in hand: where indæde he 


gente fo parſue the fozmer things, as is 


Aa—w 
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almoſt incomparable, eat this, that we 
ſhall come to the aſſurance, that we are 
called t choſen of God: a thinge ſo ne- 
ceſſarp fo2 vs toknowe , that without it 
there is no right faith, no frank and wil- 
ling obedience , no ſounde iaye. Fo2 als 
though withaut this, men ſerme to be- 
lene, yet is it but a wauering fantaſy,to 
do many god things, pet they pzocede 
but from a ſeruile mind, to laugh and re⸗ 
iopte, pet is it but in a deſperate madnes 


mwdich in very derde is greatly tobe won- 


dered at, howe men ſhoulde be able to 


fſpoꝛt themſelues, & yet to ſpeake in their 


coſciences after this manner, there is heli 
and eter nall flames of vengeance pꝛepa⸗ 
red foz ſinners, and Jam not ſure whe- 
ther I ſhall eſcape 02 not: this deſperate 
and b2utifh ſecuritie ſhalbe apparant to 
be the moze mad, if we compare if, 
and ſet it fazth by an outwarde coinpa⸗ 
riſon , Letitbethus,-a man is taken 
in a robberie o murther, impꝛiſoned, 
bzought tefoze the Judge, and tem⸗ 
demned , byſufe of friendes rep2iued 
vntill ſachs time as they mare (ue fo2 
to 
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to get bim a pardon: inthemeant time; | 


ſome ot his acquaintante cume to thys 
murtherer, and will him to be of god 
cheere and merrie, he Will anſwere, vn» 

leſſe he be fome mad and deſperate ruf- 

fian, I am condemned fv the gallowes, 

the Judge hath pzonounced the ſentence 

of death vppon me, J knowe not howe 

hard a thing it will be to obteine a par⸗ 
don, I ſtund in great doubt, and fo thys 
cauſe J merry, vnleſſe J might 
knowerop-certaintie that J ſhoulde eſ- 
cape, it A did onte know that, could be 
as mers as an man that lineth,befo:e 
that time I map ſteme to laugh, but my 
heart is full of feare and ſoꝛrowe. And 
is it not thus with vs alt 2 are we not all 
or vs giltit, and alreadie condemned by 
the ſentence of the higheſt Judge? not 
td ome to ment of one dap, 62 ſhoꝛt ton. 
tmannte, but to the fire that ſhall neuet 
be quenched ? Mhen men can be nicrs 
tie therefoze and laugh euen in thoſe 
things which cauſe this deſtruction, and 
vet do feele that they are not ſute toe- 
ſcape this dꝛeadłull vengeante,is it not a 
mad mirth and a deſperate laugheer⸗ 
in 
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in which, i they werenot become verie : 


' ſenſeleſſe blockes,they ſhould fele many 


— —— — — 


gripings at the hart, which would marre 
all their mirth, vea a wozme that gnaw⸗ 


eth in ſuche wiſe, that they tan haue no 


quiet reſt, tio2 as J ſayd befoze no ſound 
iop. It we were not thertfoze moze then 


deſperate and mad fwles, the thought of 


hell would damne all our z bntyll 
ſuch time as we be ſure that we haue eſ- 
caped.it, This then whiche the Apoſtte 
ſaith here, is a pzincely commodity, that 


walking the way which he hath p2eſcri- 


bed, wohallcome to thealfurarice, that 
we art the called and choſen of the 
Loꝛd. But it may be demand ed how this 
can agr& with other ſayings in the holy 
ſcripturos/Which do playnely teach that 
God choleth'whome he wilt or his owne 
free grace,foz which . Paule alleadgeth 
out of Piles, chat God will haue mercy 
enwhomeſdeuer he wil haue mexcy,and 
whom he wil he hardeneth:adding ther⸗ 
vpõ that it is neither of him that willeth, 
noꝛ yet of him that runneth, but of God 
which ſheweth mercy: againe the docs 
trine of Popery is, that God doth _— 

| c z 
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choiſe , coditionally reſpecting the gov 
deedes which he did fozelce in tdem: 4 ſo 
the election ſhould depend vpon the wo2 - 
tdines of the mt: we are toanſwere that 
this place hath nothing in it which is 
contrary to free choile which God 
maketh without reſpece of any thinge 
that is in vs, foz he coulde findenothing 
in vs that might any way moue him, ne⸗ 
ther doth > RENE at al foz to-p20use that 
elegion is conditionall:becauſe O. Peter 
doth not handle in this place, wherevp- 


on election is founded, o2 what moned ++ 


god to make choiſe, noz to ſhew inberein 


Mi 

and; but his meaning is, to teach 
debt Ha attaine to this incompa- 
rable treaſure , to be out of doubt, and 
ſurely refojyed in our ſelues, not by fan- 
taſied opinions, but by ſures ſubſtatiall 
p2ofe., that we be choſen al V, and 
kherefoze cannot-periſh. If wereſpect 9 
vnchangeable counſell of God, therein 
doth reſt alone the ſure foundation of e⸗ 
legion, becauſe God which cannot ber 
deceiued, no2 cannot repent,o2 change, 
hath. made the choiſe, thercfo;ze thoſe 


intie d Rablenoſle. of election _ - 


whome 
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whome he hath e neuet perith: 
but if weregarde the waxt meanes, by 
which we map come to know thisfago;' 
of Cod tobe toward va, the Loꝛd by his 
apoſtle telleth vs that this is wap, cut 
to giue all diligence 4 favy;'to be richly 
decked with his grates, oꝛ thole fozena- 
med vertues, loꝝ by thels vn⸗ 
doubtedly know, becauſe if we haue the, 
if they abound in vs, ik we walke in the, 
we ſhal as he ſuith, neuer lal: let vs lern 
thereloze fit ichs. that tlectid in it᷑ ſeifs 


the dnchange able purpoſe 
gconncel of God. Then ſecddl that wer 
are not to fetch the certainty ot itin out 


ſielues, from ſome reuelation, neitper are 


we to clime vp into heauen, to ſearch in 
the tounſels of-God whether dur names 
be in þ booke of life, But ws ars ta leich 
our warant from within dur ſelnes, and 
that from the fruites of the ipirite, which 
inded although it be out of aur le tues, 
vet becauſe it is not of our ſedues is cer · 
tain x inkaluble. Af ye wil vnde rl ud this 
mozeplainly, rſt Jſap, it is out ot our 
ſelues oz from within our ſelues becauſe 
wie mult take the triall, whether _— 
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Kol 


things be in —— | 
th chwſe, then gg 
fa i it were, it 
vncertaine: But of 
where with be bath ſea | 
led vs, which is the ſpirite of ſanqtiũcati⸗ 
on: now macke well A pꝛaꝝ vou, at you 
do (ſaith . Peter) thelethings, vau ſhal 
neuer fall: and wby?is it becauſa out do- 
ings are .perfect. and ſure, o that we 
are ſo of our ſe len no not ſo, 
but by: bet tues we de that we 
arm ſealed with Gods ſpirit, whole twozk 
we fale in hs: we knawe alſd that as 
many as ae led by the ſpirit of God, are 
the ſonnes df God. Nom. $. Fram hence 
it cammeth, that loke how much mate 
Aman feletþ in bymlſelfe the increaſe 
ofknowienge, the increaſe of vertues 
and heanemlie deſires , ſo much moze 
ſure he is, that be is the; childe of God, 
andas:the. one increaſeth, ſo increaſeth 
alſo the ather. Contrarywiſe, when a 
man feleth within hymſelfe an euill 
confcrence:, feeleth that he is darko 
ned in hys vnder ſtanding, lead by the 
EE Ine: be ſhall in ſpite of bys 
teth 
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tieth within himſelfe ; ſinge this dolefuil 
ſonge:Y know not whether A ſhall bee ſa- 
ued oz not. And loke howe the other may 
ſay:Jknow I ſhall be ſaued, becauſe god 
bath fealed me with his ſpirit:ſo may this 
ſay;Jam ſure to be damned contynuing 
in this caſe, becatiſe J hane no faith, but 
only a wanering and doubtfull opinion. 
Wemay ſ& by this how beneficiall they 
are, and mercifull to their owne ſoules, 
which with all their power day and night 
giur vp themſe lues to (&ke after yknow- 
ledge and obedience of the Lo2ds will;foz 
not giuing ouer, noꝛ waring weary, they 
ſhall in tontinuance of time, if they ply it 
hard,find ſuch a blcfling from the woꝛde 
in the increaſe of faith and vertue, that wil 
canfe them to (ay,wr haue not loft our la- 


voz. On the other ſide we map ſee how vn⸗ 


kind and cruell they are to themſelues, 
which thꝛough idleneſſe. and ſlouth, in ſce- 
king after God, with their dayly and cons 
tinuatt ſinnes, do euen as it were cut the 
thꝛote of their faithe ſeringe they cannot 
haue truſt in him, whom they doe ſo much 
diſobep. T his plate is as a mighty engin 
to ouerth;ow the vanitye of ſandrpopini⸗ 
J.. | ons 


The fourth Sermon, 


ons which doe reigne in men. As firlk of al 
in thoſe ᷣ try out ag this doctin, as a 
thing which will makes men careleſſe and 
idle in the ſeruice of God, and ſtoppe the 
courſe uf god wozkes, J beſech you mark 
howe well thefe great wiſe men haue pꝛo⸗ 
fited in Gods ſchwle, ſ& howe they agree 
with the holy Apoltle , he ſapeth wer are 
to giue all our ſtudpe and diligence in 
nod. woꝛkes to come to the ſure and vn⸗ 
voubted knomiedge, that we be cheſen 
vnto lile: they ſaye quite contrary, ifye | 
will haue men carefull of well deingga⸗ 
way with the doctrine of election; fo24t 
wil marre all:thus the wiſdome ol fleſhe 
doth pꝛaudly lift vp it ſelfe euen againſt 
God but howe foliſhly, a very childe max 
ſe: ) Doth that thing, which wer cannot 
come to the knowledge of without exces 
ding care of godlpneſſe, abundance of vers 
tue, and plentie of all god wozkes, de⸗ 
ſtrope in men the ſtudye and care of god 
wozkes? But pꝛoud fleſhe is wozthylie 
blind. Some other, although not thus bꝛu⸗ 
tiſhlpe blinded , yet greatlye ouerſcene, 
whey thay thinke on this voarine , which 
is ſet vp vnto vs as the marke ſoz-vs to 
| | aime 
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aime at in all our doings, and: triall whe-: 
ther we haue done welt oz not: J meane 
the triall in this reſpede, and when a man 


hath done many god deedes he ſhall Know 


be hath not done them well,. it he yet doubt 
whether he be one of gods choſen, foꝛ hows- 
foeuer he paſſeth if ouer, yet his conſcience 
(whichdoth in ſome ſozte knowe, that her, 
hath not dealte but foz vaine glozye, o: 
lome other finiſter teſpede) will not inffer 
| him to haue this fait. 
Faun od doth not wozke fo tarklieby 

his ſpirit in men, but that they ma learn 
to know whether it be of him if they wold 
make a due trial:becauſe we muſt not reſt 
in the out ward doing al god ee 
in the right doing 

Let him 'therefoze which gineth bind 

ſelfe to doe god wonkes (and pet feeleth 
not this which Sainae Peter ſaith, we 
ſhall)ſuſpec that his doinges are miſha⸗ 
pen, and be carefull to faſhion them as 
ter the rules of the woe 

A thirde ſozte of of men there be which 
with mighte and maine will defende and 
maintaine this doaryne, that men ougt 
#4, 0 
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ta be fure of ſaluation, Þ we rannof moze 


honour God, then togine ful credite to his 
pꝛomiſes, and becauſe the plaine teſtimo⸗ 


affirme it conſtantly, and condemne the 
the tontrar y às a foule erro2,that god bath 
choſe men» t m come to fe le, to know 
this: And therfoze becauſe it is a true dod⸗ 
trine, they ſay alſo that they. themſelues 
are ſure, that Od hath choſen them, 


re, Mhich Peter here hath ſet dotone, 
but got ina contrary path anda te ſpotted 
with filthy crimes, we may baldty (ay,they 


tongues afthat: that they ſhoulde ber, yet 
there is a bizdin their bzeff, which doth 
ling in a contrarie note, and telleth them 
plainely what they bee. Another kinde of 
men there be, which in no :caſecan bee 
perſmaded, that any man map be ſure of 


they aſke of them which p2ofefſe the woꝛd 


nie of the ſcripture compelleth them, they x 


de lpars:foz although they bzag with their 


dis faluation;, and therefoze with ſcoffs 


7 
- 
. 
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but. 
when they take not the way do become ſu⸗ | 


N 
| 
* 


| 


when God told them ſo: If it were a thing 


which were not, oz coulde not be know⸗ 


eu, then the Apaſtie hath greatly ouerſhot 


dime lle, in telling vs how we ſhall come 


fo | 


to ber ſarec But alke 3queſtion of then; 
whether they doe notbelitut in Gon: eue⸗ 
ryons wil antwere , A put al mp whole 


64 truſt in him: reaſon when little further > 


‚ 


and teil them, that the ſcripture which tis 
not lye, lait j. That all 'which truft in god 


- hall be ſaued: how than will they topne 
theſe fogither,that they truſte in GOD, 


and vet doubt whether they al be ſaued. 
Can God deceine* oꝛ ſay they,they know 


q | not whateUndonbfevly if they did know 


3 


| 


| 
| Nom let vs come to ihe particular applis 


that they haue truſt, they ſhould alſo know 
they cannot periſh; But let ds lear ne by 
this the miſery of our time: in which men 
doe thinke fill this voctrine to be ſtrange. 


cation of this doctrine, in which every one 
malt tome home to him ſelfe, remfbzinge 
firſt that ſuch as God hath called home to 
dimſelle, and choſen to be his childꝛen, he 
doch alſo giue vnto them true faith and ſee⸗ 
ling that they be his 'electe : and ſuche as 
perteiue no ſuch thinge in themſelues:are 
in abery miſerable caſe, and as yet we 
may ſay, foꝛlozne creaturs : therefoze eue⸗ 
ry man in himſelfe muſt aſke this queſti- 
on,ofhis owne ſoule: how goe th the mat- 
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ter with the! Art thou ſure: God-hatheho? 
ſen the: doſt thon-fidde ;:any aſſurante of 
eternall life? The tonſcience will ani re 
vpꝛinhtlr, it we be nat negligent ta make 
inguirie:then ik we ſind this within: am 
not @re.fo2 I doubt und ſtagger, we muſt 
inquire with our ſelues chuszinbat ia tho 
tauſe:? God is faithfull which hath promi 
ſed eternall life vnto all which belecae? 
our hart will make aunſ were, thou regar⸗ 
deſt not plfeare al gad, nu art fd: of ſoule 
ſins, euil luſts do reign in the thou dit not 
ſtudy foꝛ the knowledge of Gans worde: 
then art unfruitemli. and barren in gad 
wozksz therefoze thou tanſt not ſay, am 
led hy the ſpirit of God and thereſoꝛe ſure 
4 call be ſaued: iſhe he: miſe he will ut 
ay hete, as the maner of foles is, ſaying 
J am not ſure indæde: neyther do A think 
any man can bee, A commit it ta God, let 

him ds with me whathe will: theſe ſpen⸗ 
ches mare ſome to haue ſome witte and 
godlyueſſe in them, but they are ind d 
diueliſhe and madde-, becauſe God hath 
taught ds a contrarpe lellon in this place. 
but goe this ſteppe further, way 3 tome 
tothis a ſlurance? and which is the 2 
— L JC 


2 


ho? The Lo2de een eb es Spotl: 
.of thou nmieſt come to this aſarance, and 
re pointeth him out the wap: euen that which 

ike vou haue heard, wherein he muſk painefu⸗ 
m ip trauell and goe foꝛ ward, not ſoꝛ a gird 
lt | 03a bꝛaid, and ware idle againe, but till 
he laboꝛ, foꝛtheſe men had gone a great way 
and yet they are willed to pꝛoteede £111 if 
? pod giue not this aſſurance, we are to 
labor, i ſo much þ moꝛe tobe impoꝛtunate, 
to ſuſpect our iudgement, and to ſceke fo: 

knowledge, to call our ſelues to a moze 
ſtraight acconnt,to ſet a watch ouer our afs 

klections, to ſ& with what minde wer dor 
things,tofoſter no ſinne willingly in vs, 

noz to be ſlacke to ang god woke which 

Od hath appointed, to call and cry vnto 
Gon foꝛ faith. and his ſpirit to guide vs, to 
; ble the meanes diligẽ tig which God hath 
appointed, as the hearing, ſearching and 
meditating in the woꝛde : thus in time 

(fozitis wꝛoughte in men by degrees, and 

they neuer tome to the full) God wil let 
them ſee that he is their GDD , That 
neither life no2 death, height 02 depth, 
thinges pꝛeſent oz thinges to come, Au⸗ 

gels, noz Pzincipallities, noz powers, 

F. iii. no 
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noꝛ any: — ſail . vs from 
his loue in Ch2iG; It followeth in the next 
verſe;fo2 by this meanes an entering ſhall 


be miniſtred unt pan aboundantipe into 


the euer laſting khingdome of aur Loꝛd Je⸗ 
ſus Chzilt , This is a confirmation ofthe 
laſt clauſe of the fozmer ſentence, where 
he ſaith, If peu dotheſe thinges, you ſhall 
neuer fall:and why: becauſe pon ſhal-bhane 


A great entrange into the eternall kings | 


dome of Ch21lt,as that is a confirmation 
ofthe other where be ſaith Pake your ca⸗ 
hngand elea ion ſure as the reaſũ follows 
eth there. Ne ſhall come to he are: how? 
becauſe he which pꝛocede th ſuſar that he 
knowethhe hall neuer falt;away from 
God to deſtruttion. he is. (as it muſt news 
ber. ſure alſo that he is chaſen:ſoʒ he ſpea⸗ 
keth not here al euer particular fall inta 
ſinne, which is the molt. gobly: but, ſaith: 
D. Peter, 3 tel you if pe doe theſe things 
pe ſhail neuer fall, not becauſe there ia a 
ny luch ſtableneſſe in our ſelues, o2 in 
our owne wozks; but we know they be þ 


fruttes of Gods ſpirit in vs, which is his 


0 mark vp to life eternal, and he is vn⸗ 
chaungeable: 


, feate,ſet vppon none but thoſe whome hs | 
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' changeable? (o'it followeth here, ye ſhall 


not fall,fo2 they that haue a rich entrance 
into the kingdome of Chaiſte, which is ex 
nerlaffing , ſo that Chziffe doth reigne in 


them, as he doth in all the faithfull by his 


ſpirite , cannot fall, vntill the power of 
Chaifte faile, and his kingdome come to 
an ende. Foz we muſt note, that the ſoꝛtce 
of the reaſon, re ſteth in ̊ difference which 
is betwerne the kingdome of Chꝛiſte arid 
the kingdoms of this woꝛlde: in which 
though they be neuer ſo mightie, and ful of 
politie and wiſedom, pet they ſhauld come 
to as endꝛand the rfoʒe a m cannot right- 
iy ſap vnto the ſubiecs, vou haue a mighs 
ty Pꝛinte, who is bountiful and gracious; 
your peace ther foʒe and happy effate Gail 
endure for euer:nay, tit mightie ma be oy 
uereame,.if not by men, at leaſtwiſeby 
death, and ſo they may be to day in peata 
and god effate,to moo al in an vpe. 
to bay vnder a lauing and g2acious pʒinte, 
to moꝛr ola under a/fierce tyrant:ſo vmer⸗ 
taine is the ſtate of. the kingdome ol this 
woz lo: but in the kingdome of Chzilte, 
whoſe power is aboue all, and can newer 
come to an end, but is, as he ſaith here, e⸗ 

F. v. tdternal 
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ternall, it is farre other wile, becanſe. his 


ſtate is vuchangeable, ſo is theirs that be 


once entred 'thereinto, and therefo:e are 


ſure they tan neuer fall. UWhoſoeuer doth | 


enenftraightly loke ouer theſe moꝛdes 


of the apoſtle, if he haue any ſight, atal;be 
mult needes confefſe all this, the matter is 


| 
| 
| 


ſo cleete, that we can but maruaile ham it 


ſhould come to paſſe that this doctrine of 
the L.o2v,ſet fo:th: by his apoſtle, <oulve 
finde ſo fewe friendes . and ſo mau ors 
trieme enimies:but indied men whichare 
pers, nos in this thinge conteſſe ths truth 
that they tele not any ſuch matter; ethers 
foe carnot abide to heare that al true god ⸗ 
ly men, and faifyfullrh2iftians haue this 
knewwlrdge in themſelues: but bet vs giue 
eare to Þ apoſtie;who tellet; vs howe we 
ſhal rome to haue Chaftto be dur king. a 


to teigne oucr vs, namelp if we veid vppe 


ourfvlues to the governance of the ſpirite 
which wozke al gwvnes invour harts,ſub- 
duing t biquifhing allthe rebells which 
we beare about in vs. Contrariewiſe it 
mult nerds be grãted p ſuch as are beaſtiꝑ 
epiturs, folo wing their own fleſhly mind, 


eng lwle the rains, giuing the ſwinge 
vnto 
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vnto the raging luſts of the fleſh, deſpiſing 


eo wy 


the knowledge of Gods wil, and therefdze 
regard not his woꝛd: though w fall month 
they cal chꝛiſt their kings their lod; pet 
when god ſaith here by his :apdſtle that þ 
entrante into his kingdom is by meanes; 
that me follow after vertue, knowledge 
godlinefle:theyew that they be none of 
his ſubirusʒ being altogither doid of his 
ſpirit, but the bõdllaues of ſin and ſathan 
whoſe kindome they vphold withtoth x 
nails; e that maketh them, enen as thoſe 
which areatanother cozpozation td, fight 

againſt the truth; e thoſe. which pzofeCo iti 
deuiſing al the colours t ſhifts they canta 
maintains ſin,innenting al the:flandezs 8 
may be to diſcredit the godly: comterſatio 
ol ſuch as follow the way here p2oſcrtbed: 
tõdemning them as ouerpzeciſe :; curious 


it they do but lake this way-which GOD 
willeth al his ſeruũts ta walk: if God doe 
opt: their eies, to ſe but eu ina glimering, 


5 which he doch teach in this plate, they 
would be aſhamed of their maſter + bluſh 
at 5, which now they boaſt x bꝛag of, they 


would alſo confeſſe p, like blind buzzards 
mad beaſts, the haue fought againſt god 


and 


andnot men: finally if would make them | 


change their ways, and ſ#ke diligently fo 


haue the witneffe within themſelues, that 
they ber the ſeruantes of God. Me muſte 
mar ke well one other thing which is here 
ſvoken, to wit that he ſaith, an entraunce 
ſhall be miniſtred vnto you; ahundantl pe 
02 richly:as if he ſhould ſap; hen ye haue 
labozews: traueiled, to be as it were well 
ſoked andifeaſonedin_godlynes, + plenti⸗ 
fally detked with all graces and giftes of 
the lpirite; ve ſhall by dogresp2pceede ſo 
far,and gaine ſo nuch,thatyourentrarice 


intothekingdomc.of Chzilte haibe verye |- 


great; wherevpon itvoth ful toni, that they 
ſhall be paſt danger, may welkwarrants 
themſelues offire ſtanding; in as muche 
as Chꝛiſt hathj nat only bagon'to reigne in 
them. to be thrir king, but aiſo in greate 
meaſute and wmightyly. But doth he not 
adde this one ſnoꝛde moꝝe threi niedeth is 
it not ynough to haue an entrance, vnleſſe 
we haue a rich entrance tahis kingdome? 
Doth chꝛiſt once begin to raigne in a man. 
and to dꝛiue out the power of Sathan, and 
alter ward caſt him of again to diſtruction? 


— 
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J anſwere that this woꝛd is not added in 


vaite 7 
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1 tuine, fo: tve be taughtthetby to take hiv 
. fhat we content not our ſelues'with ſome: 
* little taſte and ſmall entranee:fozhis pur | 
© pole is to make a difference betwene ſuch | 
on the one part as make ſome beginning, | 
and haue ſome god deſires-and motions 
in them, and do taſt of the god woꝛd of god, | 
and are in ſome ſozt lightned; but ouer⸗ 
come with ſinful luſts, and vaine delights | 
of the fleſh,they flide back againe ſudden⸗ 
Ip, cheꝝ were but foz a bzunt,if bꝛingethj 
_ foozthenoripe fruite in them, neither, to | 
| fpeake pzoperly,; did Chzifte ener raigne f 
in them:and ſuch on the other part as pꝛo⸗ 
ctede vnto the derpe roting out of nne. 
ſure andfaft planting the truthe in their 
hartes, going fozward dayly from grace to 
| 
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grate, and from ſtrength to ſtrength⸗ bntil 
Chzift haue ſet vp his thꝛone in them, and 
beareſway to the ouerthꝛow of the pow- 
er ofdarknes, and bereuing the Deuill 
of the intereſt he had;4 thruſting him fro | 
the poſſeſſion which he held: a docriney 1 
mult n&ds doe vs much god if we belane 
ffand very nedful fo be vrged inffantly, 
conſivering the nature and diſpoſition di 
men at this dap:they are aſraid of goind tu 
| and 
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th Sermon 


ur invertuey! —— countit a 
needles thing to be 'admoniſhegoz taught 


niligently>they take (cozne to he be coun» 


ted ſuch as map be amended , yea and p 


which is moze,whe as they haue nat lear⸗ 
ned the firſt point of a Chziſtian ſcholler, 
they will ſme perfect: ſo farre- are they 
from hauing this abundant entring into 
the kingdome of Chile, 


Learne here therfoze,dearely beloved, 


and learne it well. lay ſure hold thereof,y 
it do not ſlip from vou, ſoꝛ God teacheth vs 
pere the only way to life and happines:let 
— the vaine dꝛeames u doltiſh opinions 
ſotted in their ignozance, which 

— — blinded by the malice of ſata, 
that which way ſo euer they goe;ftill they 
are in hope ofeternall glozy, as though the 
way to heauen were ſo broad that a man 
coulde no goe out of it, and the entrance 
ſo caſie, that he may enter when he will: 
foz this is the dininitie of our time: how⸗ 
ſoeuer a man ſpende his tyme in igno- 


rance , notcaringſo2 , ny: ſceking after 
the true knowledge of GDD, howſoener | 


be be defiled with ſoule and beaſtlpe ſins, 


| 


' 
/ 


that indade there be nothinge in him 


but 
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but pꝛide, ſelfeloue, vaineglozye, ennie, 
gluttony;the luſtes of adultrye, and ſachs 
like, yea ſo farre, that the ſcriptars doth 
liken himto a ſwine oz a dogge: vet if as 
they lay,hee haue God in his minde, & can 
ſay,Lozd haue mercy -me-they think 
this is all that can be required of men, 
they wil not ſticke to acquitgal ſuch, ba» 
ing nothing at all acquainted with that, 
which God telleth in this place by his A⸗ 
poſtle how far mf muſt pꝛocixd in his fear 
beloꝛs they can wel warrant themſelues 


to bie in god caſe, F02 ye may as wel ioyn 


heauen and hell togither, fire and water 


will afſone agree, light and darknes are 


as like one another, as the common faith 
is to that we are are taught in this place; 
But J will returne to applie this doctrine 
to the godly,foz whome it is wꝛitten: how 
they may, as we ble to ſape, make this 
thing dead ſure:foz there is many a godly 
man, which after long trauel, and much 
care to pleaſe God, is yet ſo matched with 


ſtubboꝛne nature,ſo depelye infected and 
poyſoned with nne. that he is compel» 
| led , althoughe he haue gained much, and 
| doeth feele the power ol Gods oem 
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thinke his laboz hut loft, becauſe he cannot 
getſo gzeat a bicozy.as. he would faine, 
let not this man be dilmaied, but let him 
gor fo2ward;rem? bꝛing what is here pꝛo⸗ 


miſed:the maze he wanteth, the moꝛe let | 


him ſtriue, and he ſhall plainlp perceine, 
that God tegardeth his care and trauell, 
conſidereth his ſighes and grones. and will 
perfoʒme all his deſires : let him remem⸗ 
ber that theſe men whom Saincte Peter 
w2ot vnto had obteined the pzecious faith: 
did knows and were eſtabliſhed in that 
pꝛeſent truth, and pet they were not ſo far 
but 5̊ they may be moued to make their e⸗ 
leqion ſure, to ſeeke a further entrance in- 
to the kingdome of Chziſt:x ſo to continue 
p which was but begun. We oughts the 
moze to be moned herevnto, becauſe the 
woꝛld is euer full of fearefull examples. 
which il they were well conſidered, wold 
make a mans haire to ſtand vpzight,whs 
ſee that foz want of this doctrine, 
az ut leaſt the not pzaciſing of it, there be 
many which ſ&eme not onlp to haue had 
fome likinccof the truth, but alſo a greate 
zeale, euen to ſutter ſome what * the 
ame, 


in him, ſometimes tu bee in:voubte;and to 


| 


— 


| 
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4 lame, which are become enen as cold as 


* 
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yle, and ſtarſe any point of godlines-teft 


in thi:yea though they would beare me 
in hand that they hane, like god ſchol⸗ 
lers pꝛacerded to the higheſt fozme, yet 
when our great mayſter ſhall pole them, 


they ſhall not be allowed to ſit in the low- 


eſt: ſo dagerons a thing it is once ta relẽt 
oz ſlacken our care, untill we haue gotten 
this full aſſurance, and made this rich en⸗ 
trance into the kingdome of Chaiſte, that 
we feloour ſe lues led h the ſpirit of God, 
and ferle it, not by an vaine conceite of 


dur otone foliſh b:aine, no by ſenfoleſfe 


ſecuritie, but by the wazking and froites 
of the ſame ſpirit. If this were well weys 
bed, men would not content themſelues 
with ſolittie;02 nothing: they would not 
make ſo light account of teaching: they 
would leaue of the ſlandrous and repꝛoch⸗ 


full railings: they would not likefilthys 


ſwine wallow themſelnes ſtil in 

m ire ok their ſins:they would not e 
ſomuch of this, that all are ſinners, and 
there foꝛe thinke al are alike, 


togither one with another: r | 


ſader them,foz he „ 
G go. 


e fourth Sermon, 


godly.and faithfall; ſuch as he takrth and 


actepteth foz his child en⁊ and who be vn⸗ 


godly Infldels, thuldzen of the deuill, and 
heires ol hell. de in very derde, thoughe | 


al be ſinners; pet they greatly viffcr:fo2 
ſome cuntinue in their fins, ſe during and 
veceiuing themſt lues with vaine hope of 
Gods merey : ſome doe repente after the 
manner here pꝛeſcribedihem, which fan- 
deth in this, that they clenſe'thetnſt lues 
moꝛe and moꝛe from all fitthyneffeof t he 
lleſh. and growe in all ver tues and graces, 
until they be det hed in their ſoules with 

Fauduty oꝛnamenta, and haue yeldeo vp 
them lues to haue Chꝛiſt raign in them. 
Is foꝛ the common repentance, to cry on; 
[p with wo des fo2 mer cp, in ſome light 
mraſure to be greened, to feare the iudge⸗ 
nients of God, and pet the ſoule within no 
thing changed, no2 the ſpirit renned;no2 
Chꝛiſt reigning in the heart: it doth but 
deteiue al which traſt to it. oſt true it is 
that what time lo euer a ſinner doth repẽt 
be is ſoꝛgiuen: but this is as like that re⸗ 
pentance, which is here by S. Peter del⸗ 
ertbed, as we lay, an Apple is to an Op⸗ 
ſter:ſo: ye loke well vnto them both, 


we 
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d we ſhen finde them to agret in very Ewe 
„things, and thoſe tuen the leaſt. Let vs J 
d ſap dace againe faſten aur ſtopps in this 
e wap, let vs goe ſoꝛ ward, and not ſo much 
as oke hacke, vntil ſuch time as we haue 
d by our otone experience, pꝛoued that to be 
true which is taught by Saina Peter. Foz 
it is not enongh to belceue that this 1s 
true although that be ſomewhat) vnleſſe 
we try it to be ſo by our ſelues He is now 
a farkefole which ſeth this to be the on- 
ly way to happineſſc, and foz ſlouth will 
not walke in. it:as though the kingdome 
of heauen were not wozth the traueling 
fo; . Me map gather alſo in this place, it 
we be not ſenceleſſe, how great enimies 
they be to the ſalnation of men: Which | 
woulde vfterly debarre them of the | 
| Wwozde,thatis appointed to bee the in⸗ 

ſtrument by which God wozkcth all iheſe 

gdiod things in his ſeruantes: foꝛ without 

that ( as it may be caſily gathered here) we 

can do nothing. It doth allo appeare, that 

thoſe are in a miſerable caſe. whoſe office 

and dutie is, not onlp to ſhcw men ſome of 
| partof Gods wil, but to bzing themthus / 
fac n. Peter doth require, 1 they be not | 
G.y. 44 well. 
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out a ſhepheard. Foz how ſhall they heare 


woll furniſhed and baue walked firff this 
way themſelues:fo; how ſhall they bing 
other men. to that, which themſelues haue 
not, noʒ know not. Jt doth appeare alſo 
that God hath ſhewed a ſoze judgemet a- | 
gainſt that people, which haue ſuch a guide | 
as cannot ſhew them this way: which is 
the only way to heauen:foꝛ doubtleſſe it is 
moꝛe then if he ſhould thunder vpon them 
from heaue,o2 fire their houſes ouer their 
heads:eſpecially when they are ſo blinde. 
that they ſ& not the plague, but thinke 
themſelaes in better caſe then thoſe whom 
Gad doth ouerrule by his wozd- But wo 
and woe againe be to thoſe blinde guides 
and ſhepherds, which do not fe&de: 4 wzet- 
ched is that people which are as ſherpe w- 


euer ofthoſe things :we can: but pity their 
miſerp. defiretheLo2d to lend redreſſe, 
in ſo lamentable and deſperate a caſe: 
which is thought to be nothing, becauſe 
indad the moſt men knowe nothing: foz 
bad they but knolnne what Cod requireth 
in that man whom he will (ane, though 
they werenot partakera of it theraſelues, 


retthey would conſente and agre tothe 
doc⸗ 


—_ e fon 


Doctrine: and confeſſe that there is no way 
to attaine eternall life, but by ſo ſound tea- 
ching as may bzing people to the things 
here required. But J will here make an 


| end. 6 
Orad grant, that this yodrine which 

thou half taught vs thy help 
woꝛd, map enter into vs and'dwell in vs 
| foz euer: that ſo we may be ſure of 

\ | thy fanonrandof eternall life, 

thzongh Jeſus Chꝛiſt thy 

deareſonne our Lo2dg 
and only Sauiour, 


| Ach ER. 
f 
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